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Introduction 


origin  anV:::,!^  Srl^^^^^^  "-  also  assures  a  co^non 

limited  degree.  With  most  of  the  presen^re  Le^^^^^  ^^  '^  ' 

that  the  identity  of  the  name  is  baLd  on  reSSp  With  "w^  a  pr^bSST"*" 
may  have  orig mated  in  different  locations  «nH  h-^      •  j         .  ^    probability  the  names 

conditions.  T^is does  notX„T;n:^hTirdr^^^^^^ 
such  nouns  that  derive  from  a  general  tribal  term  (surras  hate JTsS  Sh^''  ^' 
the  designation  of  a  profession  or  occupation  Hike  'GoldthtntI;        m  '      ?®"^  °'  ^""^ 
'Klausner'  -  hermit).  It  also  applies  to  gCZ^hk  detnrSJ^,  ^^^  '  ^     Tu'  ^•"^^^' 
from  house  signs  (such  as  'Rotschild'    reXdd  'S'    ^  ^^^^^^^^        ^^  """'' 
names  (such  as  Oppenheim,  Wertheim).  B^atf  tiie  Mie;  w^^^^^^^  ^T""" 

names  come  from  a  particular  house  or  a  n«rti^,T      ,'      J  according  to  their  last 

each  other  in  a  geneiogic:il':'"^:3Cre„T  t;^!^^^ ''  ^'  ""T ''  "^  ^'^^^^  '« 
same  descent  is  of  general  validity  onirX  Se  fo^l?  ^1  "^^  "'^  P~^^  *« 
out  on  another  basis  than  that  of  genSorica^Z.  o'^"'^  respective  names  is  ruled 

can  be  shown  that  the  nameluldTa^  £n  0^7^^    f  ^^  "  *™'  '^"^  ^*-«°"^ 
conditions  at  differem  places  and  timls  aTiS  ^  ^  ^  P,^  « '  e  d  1  y  from  the  same 
early  time  that  the  first  documeme7b:LTofUit^^lT:^^  ^''f'  ''  ^"'^^^  ^ 

generations  of  his  name  that  turn  up  later.  *^  P^*"^''''  °^^' 


I  J    „x'^  D  '  e  t  z.  Family  Register  of  the  Jews  of  Franlc fi.rt  /^-c.        u     .  . 
Juden"),  pg.  7,  has  prepared  a  statistic  of  the  t^  of^^f  ^  ^^f^^"''  '*"'"  ^^^^er 
considered,  that  probably  has  general  validityTaccor^irT      "  ?'  *'  ^  ^^"'^^  ^hat  he 
onginaung  in  places,  1 1  o/„  are  to  be  traced  to^n^^o  i^es  ^  W  .fj^^  '''  ^  "-- 
3  /o  occupation  names.  2%  are  drafted  from  nam^«  ^f  ,   .         ^°™^'"  8'^«"  "ames  and 

4%  are  names  of  imagination  of  latrci^XnTe  „!rerf":iL'"''^'"^^'^  ^^  "'^'^^^^  and 
1 '/.  %.  Other  names,  among  which  B  a7n  n  is  SpreSv  uf  T""'  '°"''*^*^  ^  P«"^*'"*«8«  «f 

1 1 1  n  is  expressly  listed,  are  represented  by  4%. 


i 


genealogy.  The  name  is  so  ch  ^eril  ki  aT"  "  !.''™"«"  ^^  -^^  a  common 
hardly  allows  a  confusion  with  oS"  iTof  wSrdZ;':^'  ""'  ''^™^*'^"  ^^*  ■* 
characteristic  in  its  fonnation,  it  still  has  atZuZZ  Zt  "°  "^^^  ^  '"^'^«d  Jewish 

proprium  and  as  such  has  alw;ys  de  ig^aSdtSSs^r  V  T;""'''  "'^^^^  "^'^^^ 
persons.  For  these  reasons  there  also  lis  not^  !  '''"'"  '''^'^^P'^  ^^^ 

been  created  spontaneously  severa  timTs  rd  indel  H  "T'^  "^'^  *^  "^«  ^°"Jd  have 
Further,  since  it  can  be  proved  alreaS^nTe  Mid^^^^^^^^^  °^f  ^'"^'^  °'^^""«"^«- 
the  possibility  and  probability  of Sa  it  tn  f      ,     ^'''  """"'^  ''^  S^"^^«gy  there  exists 
tmdition  of  a  connection  is  IsLg"  F^f  t'i'r:Zt7e  d""  '''"  ^''^  ^''"^^'"^  '''" 
nghtly  be  based  on  the  axiom  that  for  all  W^^^;       '^T?r'''^  ^^'^  ^««^<^h  can 
genealogical  comiection  and  that  onlv  ^1^   ^  u        "^^  ^^"'"  ^^'^  «'sts  a 
When,  during  this  research  eSi^^Lti^^^arfo: '°  "^  "^^ ^^'^^  ^'^  -^"-^ed. 
genealogy  is  proven  in  d.e  particuli  cSZ^  w    f-  «^""^'°g'<^«l  connection,  the 
criteria  of  this  type  in  Jewish  fa^ilTrerarl  at^"  ?^^^^^  ^'  empirically.  As  general 
tnbes  of  Israel  and  the  traditional  ap^S^^^  of^^'  «-  affiliation  to  one  of  the  old 
such  a  general  genealogical  combinS^XS'^^en  ^rf'  """  "^  '°'^'^^'^^-  B"* 
their  members  count  themselves  as  belongingTo  Ae^J^  oful^'^'^  ^^'""  ^-"^ 


n 


n 


the  language  and  dialect  of  the  name  bearer  P^nuncation  m  accordance  with 


oSo?        "^ '"  *' P"^^*'y  »"^^  ('^^hen),  also  aZu^Z  H  ''""^-  ^'^^"^^•"g  'o  it 
other  80%  constitute  the  tribe  Israel,  the  great  mas!  nUu  *^  P"^"*"'  ««'^an«s  (Levi)  The 

genealogically  m  of  the  total  Jewty  ^Txc  udS  '  f^  "^     ^"^  ^"'" '  ^^"^  of  Levites 
Regardmg  descent,  only  Levite  fa^iTc^t^^^JZ^       "'^'"^  "'^ ''  ^^-'^-^'l- 


'/ 


that  time  emigrated  from  France  and  SavoyT^Z^chaTi  "Sh'  T/"^  ^'^  ^"'''^  ^"o  at 
1>^1  from  Nice').  As  further  sources  rd  Lli^V  .k         '  ^"^  ^^"'^^  ^2).  Raphael 
the  Wonns  community  must  b^X  ^toTc^uL'f^hl   .'"f  "^  '^"^'  *^  '^°<^'^s  ^^ 
the  spelling  pt^n.  n^ere  is  no  doubt  AlTlnneTilt^  also  hst  the  name  throughout  in 
pronounced  in  two  syllables,  since  later  memSn  wl  ^"^  '^'^"^^  ^^y-  ^^ 

scnpt,  respectively.  The  German  documents  ?ktf^  V    '"  ^^""^  «•■  ^^man 

In  several  instances  the  form  B^  iTeTocc^  ^  forTe '"  '''  """^  ^^''"  ^'^  ^«>  B^''"- 
elsewhere  is  called  Balin  or  Belin  h  the  H.T      a  "^^  "^^  ^^^J-  ^ho 

still  now.  But  the  regular  s^ntht  tw  t'ometS^rS  ^t.^'l'^^  ^^'^  ^^  ^Pl-- 
Hameln^)  which  she  alwayfuses  for  the  feth^rtZ^?-  *  "  "^^^  ^'^  ^'"^^'^^l  ^^ 
Josef  Ballin.  who  elsewhei^  is  also  ltte^:>';"tT^'''^r^  ^atan,  R.  Elia  ben  Jose 
centuiy  the  lamed  of  the  name  is  beinTdoubled  Tn    T'u*^^'  ""^^ '"  *^  ^^Sht^cnth 
members  of  the  family  write  the  r  nl'ettS  In  i^^^^  h'  '".'  °'*^^  '^^'^^^  «^- 
customary  form  Ballin.  "^^'^"^  ^'^  "» Gennan  script  in  the  still 

The  pronunciation  of  the  name  conM  nr.tt^A  j      j     . 

spelling  of  the  Heb.w  documents^n"  "eC^  f^Z   7*  "^"^  ^^^  ^« 
unwritten  neorew  is  a  script  of  pure  consonants  where  the 


')  Heniy  G  r  o  6,  Gallia  Judaica.  pg.  394. 

')  K  a  u  f  m  a  n  n,  R.  Bachaiach,  pp.  75,  76  Note  1 . 

')  Memoirs,  published  by  K  a  u  f  m  a  n  n. 


syllables.  In  themselves  the  two  possibilities  balanS  each le    kut  h^^  V  '  "'  "'  ^.  ^'^ 
convmcng  evidence  of  the  later  insertion  of  an  aleph  by  mlmL^  nf  f  f*^*'^ 

generation  is  decisive  for  the  acceotance  of  th^  nT:     7  ™^'"'^^  of  one  and  the  same 
one  has  to  base  the  pronunciatTon  Sore  tC^^^^^^^^^^^ 

analogous  names  which  are  still  in  use  But  ^7.,"^  f"^^  ""  "^""8'  «" 

appears  to  be  possible.  "^  ^  ^^'°^^'  ""^y  ^^e  name  Ballin 

We  can  easily  describe  the  vowel  of  the  seconH  <!vII=.ki» 
m  feet).  For  the  investigation  of  which  vowel  h^r^  ^       !  f  ^  ^^"'°™^  ^T"^-  "=  ^^  ^ 
pronunciation  in  the  fim  syllab  e  wfmTJi  ^  '"'^"^''  '^'"  ^^^Wishing  its 

subject  to  mutations  i^c^^^Zr^J^Z^T^ '''  P-nunciation  of  a  vowel  is 
within  it,  in  accordance  with  the  spe^t^  dS 'o  on^^^^  "T''^'^  '""^"^^'^  ^^ 

literal  sense).  Vowels  may  be  spoken  ml^ntWfnrr^  ^      ''™^'"'"' '"  "^^  "««« 
both  in  their  pure  form  and  in  tEr  ItS  A^  Z       "^^  '^"'"  ^°''*  ^^' '"  ^^^^ 
language  and  dialect,  the  P-i^ciatrn  o^t^e  nL^e^^^^^^  ^^'^—s  in 

open  sound  of  a  (Tr.  n:  a  as  in  car)  or  o  to  a  du°?Tound  !f  ^  ^^^^  '"^^  ^"^  ^ 

considers  that  in  English  Ballin  is  pron;le3  ^  B^n  (Tr  Z"  "  '  "  ".  "'^-  ^'""^ 
becomes  clear  that  already  in  German  dialec!,  ^^Tfi-  ^      "'  «  ^ »"  sat)  or  Boallin.  it 
Balin  and  Belin  for  the  sa^e  worT^  no  Itmll    f^K  P™"  ""^'^^'^"^  ^'^  ^P«"'n8« 
the  first  syllable  easily  becomes  coSvu^Z.    ^  *'  ^T''  '^^^  ^«  ^o^e'  of 
the  fmal  syllable.  It  is'possible  thatX  twer^^^tl^r  -^^  '^"f '  ^"=^"*  '^  P"*  - 
pronounced  as  Blin  =  Blang.  (Tr.  n-  a  as  "n  StWtTth         ^  "'^"*  ""^  ^^^''y  B^'i" «« 
pronunciation  if  this  silent  e  is  eliiiina^  c^tiV  u"^^  '  consequence  of  the 

cit.,  advises,  Blin  exists  ^mon.t^ZTj^^^S^ir^'iT'''"  '"™-  ^^  «  ^  «'  °P- 
Je  name  were  to  appear  in  the  fonn  of  Be^U^  ^So"?  T^""  '"T"''"^  '^'^  ^'^'y 
determined  whether  .ere  still  exist  name  ^a^rs^^frS^^rhrtlr  i^^d  in 

to  have^betTwI^'oT^t^^rsXhr;,  ^"  "^""^  ^^  ^"^^^^'^  ^"  ^^  -e  B.li„  seems 


«ij 


which  is  made  probable  already  bv  the  South  n^rrr,o«     •  •     ^i 

the  l.t  syUable  a  diminutive  l^'^,  ^i^m:^:X^:  IS''™."'"  ^^^  ■" 
ly,  following  similar  sound  formations  of  a  mostly  Slavic  h^R^i?  V'"'  '''•  O^^^'^"^" 
pronounced  like  Berlin,  Lublin,  etc  Taken  Zn  1^1  hi  ^'  !  "  ^''"^  "^^  ^'^  ^J'  »>« 
vocalization  leads  us  to  the  conclusiontat  le  votdt  oSraT"'''^"  ^^^  "^^^^ 
-n  the  bordering  French  language  regions  soundXo  e , I  e  ,Tr^  "''''™  ^^''^  ^'^ 
Germany  an  a-sound  (Tr.  n:  as  in  car)  was  always  sooken  with  1  h"  ^  '"  '^'^-  ^  ^^^^ 
this  from  the  fact  that  a  younger  Hamburg  contm^  P''^'"  ""  ^''^  ^-  ^«  ««« 

resident  there  in  the  seventeenth  ^^^^^T^:^^CT:'^f  ^'  '""''^  ^^''"' 
the  name  by  his  contemporaries  in  thisp  o^unc.a  inn  m  ^     .   ^'^^""'^  ^^  """^^  '^^^^  heard 
bearers  of  the  name  write  it  in  the  fo^  bX  S"  ^7'?^:"  *^  '^"*  ««""- 
come  to  be  the  general  rule,  and  therefore  for  the  s^T^f '"rp/"     "  '"P'''''""  '^^ 
this  fonn  in  our  research  and  throughout  w^te  onl^l^aSfn     '^'"^'''°"  """  ^"  "'^"^^  "^ 

would  ^sr^i^sSSir;:^^^^^^^^  utthra^Snttnr  r  ^^  ^  ----  ^^ 

derivation  from  a  town  would  be  n^^re  liTe  v  t^l  fo™^t.on  of  Jewish  family  names  the 
Statistical  Encyclopedia  i:G.o^S^S^t^lt""2  ^*  «  ' '  * «  ^  '«  Geographic- 
a  dozen  places  Ballin,  Balin  an^Bell ^wWch  dl  Jem  S  t  'tl '  '^'  *^^^^  ^  ^'^"^  half 
the  family  turns  up  first  in  southwest  GeZ2  iu^onl^  f  ^'^  °"^'"-  «"^  because 
family  name.  Also,  only  a  name  of  a  medkS'^^ite  Z^ t.    '^^   ^  **'"''''""  ^'^''^ 
appearance  of  the  family  has  to  be  calculated  a^otdHoS^FT'^''"^  ''"^  *"  «'^* 
German  List  of  Names  ("Altdeutsches  Namenl^rh-'w       ^j*  ^  ^  ^  m  a  n  n  's  Old 
does  not  recognize  any  place  de4lnSl"VrSS:"n  "'""^'  ^^^^  «^^'-«> 

tempted^^^ef  i^^t  Se^^neVi^X^eTo^^^^^^^^^^       '^^^  -"  "e  is 
juives  I.  65).  But  he  ™"^ '""^°'^ele-vigne  (Revue  des  Etudes 


)  W  o  1  f,  Bibl.  hebr.,  whei«  twice  "Ballen"  i 


IS  written  verbatim.  Ill  254b  VI 461 . 


^■'t 


also  things  a  Gennan  origin  is  possible  because  the  Ge^an  iews  bear  this  „a.e  as  we,,.') 

appears^?ptoi'':!^:7l?rht^^^^  '^  '."""t  '^"^^^^'  ^^^^  ^«  --^ 

malces  fi^rther  atten^ptsTSt  X^of  Ze^sCut:^^^     ""^.T'^  "'"^^-  ™^  ^^^ 
literature,  which  first  appeared  in  thetorX  re7n^'         ^  o  '  "^^^^'^^f  medieval  animal 

folkJore.  a  Dutch  poet  Sh  the  naie  ^tm  ?Zd  S'  ^7""  "^'  "^""^''^ 
wherein  he  lets  the  ram  appear  as  an  ^t^TL7sTLA         .  u  ^  '^'"^  "^'^^  "'^^•"^^rt" 
took  this  name  from  his  F^nch  so^t^"  ""^ra'dl  Renai''  name  B  e  1 1  i  „.  Willem 
interpretation  of  the  word  Bellin^)  It  derives  from  Lr   *    2  f  '  ^'  ^^'"^  "^  '°  ^^^ 
which  means  "to  bleat,"  and  is  thereforeTonZt  ^^'^'^  ""^  ^'^^  ^^^"^h  beler, 

then  changed  into  the  Flemish  "trntrt'^ZhT-S  *^  ""•  ^^  ^^^^ 

It  IS  wntten  Bellijn  (ij)  and  Bellyn  Goethe  , till  k    ^^^^^'^^^"'^  of  Lower  Saxony  where 
literary  work  "Reinecke  Fuch^  "    "  "  ''''  ^'^^"'"^  ^^  1^««^  fo™  i"  his  new 

adopted^VhrrpTo^Tr^trrs^n^^^  ^  ^^  "^  ^^^  ^'"^'  -uld  be 

no  accident  at  all  that  a  Ye  w  i  s  h  f^^y  X^  it  Aft^ri'^*'^"- ''  '''"^'  *«  *>« 
region  where  Jews  lived  in  such  numbed  th!th-      ^  f  -     *^  "^^'^  originated  in  a 
"Jewish-German,"  utilizing  the  s^h  eTe^L^'^  ''T'^  J"'"^  '»'«••■  «^  dialect,  the 

Bellin  by  a  Jewish  family  fs  eil^platS  "  ^     5-  "^^  '"'"P''""  °'^^  "^« 

selection  from  the  animi  kingdom  v££  t  Z7     .*!  Pf^dilection  for  a  name 

characteri^tion  Of  its  Wr  fr  wher  rfi^Sr^^^^^^ 


8 


Wa.m,e  EtooMe  rGe«;h.  d.  K»pfal?W  «  "  S'„  ^  «  »  e  »  s ,  e  i  „  (Htaor,  „f  u,e 


was  marked  by  a  ram  m  the  shield')  and  thus  was  called  "The  Bellin",  remains  of  course 
completely  unclear.  Important  is,  though,  that  the  family  of  this  nam^  can  be  show^  by 
documentation  to  have  been  first  in  Worms.  In  fact,  the  famous  communTty  of  Wo^s  had 


a 


a 


a 


,  A    ^.t  •'"*  °^^^  P""*^'  «f  f^'lies  Of  the  lineage  Ballin  who  are  still  thrivine  todav 
and  of  their  geographic  distribution,  of  course  has  to  remain  only  an  inX^teattl-^nt  V 
lack  of  authentic  material.  However,  the  data  of  the  National  oTecTo^  m^yt^S 

Be  m.  Balm,  Belhn,  Balhn  and  Ballien  are  possibilities.  From  the  outset  the  s^linfs  BHn 
Belm  and  Balm  were  eliminated  since  tliese  did  not  exist  at  all  a.  dewLTn  J^  k^  . 
spot  checks.  The  name  Bellin  is  then  excluded  fronS TrlJc^l^t^T'sc'^^^^ 
rare  and  there  were  no  indications  for  the  few  bearers  that  they  were  JewVor  H^l  T^     . 

W^olTistiist^br ""  ""^  ^"^  ""^^  ^^^  *^  ^-"^^^  «^^«  °-^  -^^^ine  in 

A  check  of  the  appearance  of  the  name  Ballin  and  of  its  secondarv  fnrn,  RoIi- 
present  now  and  then,  had  the  result  that  only  relatively  few  fl^S  elS  T      "L""' 


«m«^U3,o..  every  JeWs  hou«e  shal,  have  in  *e  aUey  hi,  s^i.,  1:"^^^,^, 


10 


than  three  However,  since  the  lineage  appears  considerably  earlier  than  )  7dn     . 

suburbs,  wheria  not  insiS::;:^^  W  Z^ra:^^^^^^^^^  «^^""  ^'  '^^ 

combmations,  since  the  national  capital  wa.  t^e^d^^XSL     f  ^"^^  "°'  P^™''  ^^ 
region  and  cannot  be  considered  «  JnT;,!  u?    destination  of  migrations  from  every 

with  a  grater  num  wJ^HesilT  £  "Tdtd  S""  ''""''^''  ^  ^''^^  ^"-''-^ 
Bavarian  Jewish  lineage  Ballin  Frl^fi^rth^t^'        TJ'  ""  ^  '*'"^*'°"  ^^^  «f  the 
•..ave  taken  in  the  HesL  Sns  T^t!  °"     „^^  f'^  *^^^^"'  ^^  ^«^«^'  families 
its  owns.  A  main  contirgenf  Sell^^n'^^t L'r^^^^^^^  '"  ^  ^""^  -^  - 

capital  Oldenburg,  where  the  Northern  bi^res  of  L T  ^  "^^urg-Altona  and  the 

concentrated  Verv  scattered  n..^      ^    !f    .       ''"^^^^  ^^^  *»  have  been 

Germany.  ^  Brunswick.  The  lineage  is  not  represented  in  aJI  East 

j«ily  «us  division  .!» i„  lScJ^;^2ve  ""*"'"-  »f"«  ^ge  will 


The  Lineage  Ballin  of  Worm; 


The  family  B  a  1 1  i  n  belongs  to  Ihe  Jewish  lineages  of  Worms  that  can  h,  r. „ 

already  a,  ,he  end  of  ,he  Middle  Ages,  ami  U««fo,e  »  fte  oldesTZSh  h„S^~  S 
modem  naming  in  general').  Li  addition  to  isolated  documents  scan^  17^™.  Tk 
sou.es  for  dte  family  history  of  the  Worms  Ballins  areXv^rft^JS "X'""' 

x^n^=rj^-irn^;rhstr.^rL-t::dt^^^ 

Among  the  tombstones  of  the  old  Jewish  cemetery  of  Worms  there  is  one  wh.«.  th 

r;3s::m^X"i:trritfth?^;£t-£^^^^^ 

was  dte  fatheV7f  Ss  »„  M  o^  e   He  is  o^  w     f^^  "*  ^"  '"'^  »*"  "»» -hat  he 
traditional  ftrs.  ^Zu^ ^ml'ejcus:^^' ^Jl^s  t^etl!  f  *'  """' *' 
his  son,  M  o  s  e  I.  e  n  E  I  i  a  Ballin.  Utete  alrS  »  st  a  SJ^     ?°  "^^  '''°'" 
Actnally  he  was  once  o«™,  of  U«,  c^  0^^672  lllTT     I      '"^  '^■ 
in  .he  form  of  acrostics  a™i  some  ree^sta  L^st^l"  """""^  "^  "'^"^  P««^ 


')  D  i  e  t  z,  op.  cit.  pg.  20. 

)Kobez   al  j  ad,  I.  and II.  Berlin  1887 and  1893. 


wid.  J2rr ;i:;  z  L-s^r?ard,tts:'^*— ;-■  p-- 


given 
^)  K  a  u  f  m  a  n  n,  op.  cit.  pg.  12. 
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language  with  Hebrew  letters.  Since  the  formation  of  fixed  Jewish  surnames  only  starts 
around  1400,  we  have  in  this  acrostic  an  example  of  the  earliest  origin  of  a  name.') 

Almost  at  the  same  time  as  these  first  generations  in  Worms,  a  French  branch  of  the 
Imeage  makes  its  appearance.  Around  1450  a  Rabbi  Raphael  Bal  lin^)  emigrates 
from  the  Jewish  community  in  Nice  to  Italy.  Later  we  encounter  a  S  i  m  s  o  n  Ballin  in 
Panna.  Regarding  the  French  and  Italian  branches  of  the  name,  which,  by  the  way,  is  said  to 
be  found  still  today  among  French  Jews,  we  most  probably  refer  to  a  family  immigrated 
fix)m  Germany  and  therefore  likely  from  Worms,  unless  both  branches  descend  fi-om  a 
common  root  that  cannot  be  proven  any  more.^) 

As  a  third  generation  of  the  Worms  lineage  appears  an  offspring  again  named 
E 1 1  a^  about  whom  there  are  relatively  ample  data.  Elia  b  e  n  M  o  s  e  Ballin  was  bom 
towards  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  centuiy,  as  we  must  conclude  from  some  notes  about  his 
youtii^  Eheser  ben  Naphtal.  Treves,  Elia's  relative,  who  reached  an  age  of  72  years  and  died 
m  1583,  comments  at  one  point  that,  in  his  young  age,  Elia  Ballin  was  cantor  in  Worms 
This  also  agrees  with  Elia  having  stayed  in  Frankfurt  on  the  Main  around  the  yearl  520 ' 
probably  for  his  education.  It  does  not  seem  possible  to  doubt  the  identity  of  Rabbi  Elia' 
Balhn  mentioned  there,  who  resided  in  the  house  "The  Elephant",  with  the  person  from 
Wonns  of  the  same  name.  D  ie  t  z  %  who  reports  this,  suspects  that  Elia  (E^ese^  BajTin  is 
one  and  the  same  as  Lippmann  Bick  ^ 


')  D  ie  t  z,  op.  cit.  pg.  7. 
^)  G  r  o  6,  op.  cit.  pg.  394. 

^)  In  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries  a  famous  familv  of  anlH^mWKo     -.u  .u 
name  B  a  1 1  i  n  was  resident  in  Paris.  The  elder  Claude  BaZ  (^  '-  S^^^  , 

important  masters  of  this  period,  who  already  as  a  very  young  man  eniov  Jl  r«T    i  o    k  f-  T'* 
attention  and  commissions.  The  younger  Claude  BallS^  (ml    iTsl  Wh    u^u       ^l^''^''^"^ 
the  Louvre,  was  one  of  the  greatest  mLers"!  r3^^^^^^  ^ 

Precious  Metals  ("Handbuch  der  EdelschmiedekunstTl^ipz".  1  m  S^h.  "i^  *" 

before  Z  Z:^'o-i:^:Z:L'''  -^^  ^"  '^^  ^^^-^-^  *^^  — P^-  th.  we  have 
')  D  ie  t  z,  op.  cit.  pg.  31  No.  45;  pg.  387. 
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1  he  Elephant.   He  bases  his  assumption  on  the  fact  that  in  the  giving  of  Jewish  names  th^ 
Hebrew  "Elieser"  is  equated  to  the  German  "Lippmami."  *^ 

On  his  return  from  Frankfiirt  on  the  Main  Elia  Ballin  found  the  old  free  city  of 
Worms  m  a  stote  of  agitation.  In  fact  the  Diet  took  place  before  which  Luther  was  to  defend 
his  Theses.  The  words  of  the  bold  reformer,  who  at  that  time  was  still  a  wa^  Mend  of  S 

found  their  echo  in  the  Jews'  Alley.  This  Jewish  quarter,  which  just  in  ^ea  made  un  Inot 
msigmficant  part  of  Worms,  consisted  at  that  time  of  about  70  houses  Z^^^nZ^l 
named  throu^out  ,n  accordance  with  certain  markings  and  house  shields  ST^e  finTthe 
designation  of  houses  as  "The  Magazine."  "The  Half  Moon  "  "TTie  Green  Hl/--^Vri7 
?r«   ""^f.?""^  ^'"^•'"  "^^  •'"^  ^^>'"  "^«  Sun."  "TT,   tSioST""  ?he  wS:  Ket"" 
•S'  pf'    J^^''''^''  "^'  ^°'f'"  "f'he  Cock,"  "The  Golden  Swan  "  "The  H^^sS^" 
-nie  Flower,"  "The  Hare,"  "The  Knife,"  "The  Clock,"  "TT^e  Acom,"  "T^e  sfckle  "  ^^f' 
Ros. .   )  Their  occupants  were  named  after  these  houses  and  this^  of  fomiat^L  ^ 

h^dln^r^  T"'"  ^ r '^  '"^^^-  ^^  ^^  ^^*^™-«  approxiSy  hoTmrLs 
lived  in  Worms  because  the  number  of  vearlv  deaths  h^^  r>r.«l  a^      .  ^ 

period.  ,t  results  accordingly  in  an  ^^er^^^nu^^^l^Zl^^^l^^^^^^ 
agreement  with  similar  analogies,  we  assume  a  rate  of  death  of  ?    ?«/       ^       !  '  ^  , 
the  veiy  high  side),  we  arrive'at  a  Jewish  Populatn  of  4ot  600  h  al'l^^^^^  *'" 

Jews  on  average  would  have  had  to  live  in  each  of  the  seventy  hoi^T  JusThrtt  '   ^ 
numbers,  the  Jews  were  thus  of  great  imoortance  to  WnnrT?     ^  .^  ^^"" 

weight  they  must  have  carried  in^  e^S^^  I^se^™      ^      '  "^u  ^  """"^"^"^  *« 
constitutional  battles  that  the  emXrdremp"S,lJrbi:^op  ^d""  '' '''  '"^^^^^ 


')  Since  the  designations  of  houses  repeat  themselves  in  ^Pv^r^i  .;*;       * 
d.«n„i„ed  i„  Wividu.,  cases  whether  a  h„„^  is  »  be  co^I^L^l^S  1  "d'' 

)  K  a  u  f  m  a  n  n,  op.  cit.  pg.  12  flf. 
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JlTsiXT'  ""'^  *'°""''''  ^""^^  ^°"^  themselves  and  with  the  Jews,  concerning  their  legal 

The  constitution  of  Worms'  Jewry  is  based  on  a  contract  with  Bishop  Emmerich 
from  the  year  1312,  copy  of  which  has  been  preserved  in  a  document  fromT59lT 
Accordmg  to  it,  the  structure  of  the  Jewish  community  has  the  appearance  of  a  very  strict 
anstocracy  and  oligarchy;  the  board  of  manager,  of  the  commuJty  rules  Jti,  cZlete 
autonomy.  "It  .s  wholly  mdependent  of  the  community  and  does  not  even  have  to  fe^L 
control  of  pubhc  opimon.-)  The  board  consists  of  a  "Jewish  Council"  of  twelve  me^  ni. 
body  was  ca  ed  by  Jews  the  Gaonat  and  the  members  carried  the  title  of  W'  Srigi^ly 
these  gaons"  were  probably  elected  by  the  whole  community  and,  in  fact  Xlife  B^    ^ 
smce  the  Gaonat  had  the  right  of  cooption  when  a  member  dToppek  out  the  circle  of 
famil^s  ehgible  for  the  Council  was  soon  closed,  since  here,  as^vewwhere  it  fu^ikelv 
that  the  Council  would  have  admitted  a  homo  novus  into  i^  circle.^1  S'c^l^""' 
member  have  to  swear  an  oath  on  the  hand  of  the  Bishop  of  Worms  andTo  p^^^  60 

Eon  of  w  ^'  '^r'  ^''  T'^  ''  P"^^"*  ^^->  ^-  the  completed  decZ'S.e 
the  hT  ^r   K°™'i  r  f'"''  ^°'"  "^^  ^^""^"  «^^«'^«  «  P^^sident  for  life  who  ca^es 
the  t  tie  Bishop  of  Ae  Jews."  This  office  shall  be  rotated,  however,  among  ZZ^^do 
Aat  there  .s  always  a  "ruhng"  bishop  of  the  Jews,  besides  whom  there  may  iSoStied 
bishops  of  the  Jews,  i.e.  those  who  have  ruled  aheady  For  election  fnr^lh^   ?fu    , 
the  Bishop  of  Worms  must  be  paid  another  20  poShelr  °^  °^*^"  ^""' 

The  Jewish  Council  had  the  important  right  of  jurisdiction  "to  judge  accorriina  t. 
Jewish  law  as  it  has  descended  from  olden  times."  In  civil  cases  it  aSfterS  i^st^V 
Aerefore,  not  only  m  disputes  among  Jews  themselves,  but  also  at  le^Un  Z  mS. 
Ages,  in  those  between  Christians  and  Jews.  ^''^'"^ 


WomO.l*/^  °°  ""  "'"""  °"^  "^'  '"  ^o™'  *"™  ^'-'■'ch.e  der  J«le„  i„ 


^)  W  o  1  f,  op.  cit.  pg.  5. 


23  JT'LTT^u'T'  '^*  "*' ''''  '^^''^  of  awarding  the  Worms  rabbinical 
assembly  (the  mipenal  rabbmical  assembly")  a  kind  of  primary  status.  Community  days 
meetings  of  rabb.s  and  congregational  chairmen  for  regulating  the  public  affairs  by 
decisions,  and  new  institutions  used  to  take  place  in  Worms.'") 

As  scion  of  an  old  Worms  family  belonging  by  birth  already  to  the  patriciate  of 
Worms  Jews  ..  e  the  families  truly  eligible  for  the  council,  and,  therefore  to  Ae  most 
distinguished  Jewish  patriciate,  Elia  B  a  1 1  i  n  already  early  placed  a  rol^in  the  HfeoJthe 
community.  Since,  further,  he  was  considered  a  rabbinical  authority^)  he  tl^^  s^„  " 

occupied  also  a  position  in  the  mentioned  Jewish  council  itself,  wS  was  ^ke7  to  make 
decisions  in  controversial  questions  of  law  and  religion  not  only  by  the  pTopTof  Wo^s 
but  by  German  Jews  in  general.  During  almost  the  entire  le-^  centmy  he^kved  an 
outs^ding  role  in  the  community.  From  the  begim^ng  of  the  -giS  Lk"  we  rTg ularlv 
find  his  name  m  it  as  testimony  to  his  charitable  endeavors.  As  fabai  h^ignrSie IccoL 
of  the  chanty  expenses  for  the  year  1576.  In  1577  he  is  listed  4resident  Ssi^d 

rJiI'   K    ^^     ]  ^P"'^'  "'^'"'^^^  ^°'  ""'  ^'^  Naphtali  (Hirz)  ben  Gerson  El^ 
Balhn  s  busy  life  ended  on  Mar^h  27,  1587.  As  pawn  for  the  cost  of  the  fimeX^ 
pledged  a  golden  rmg  that  was  redeemed  again  later. 

recorded  W?"'''"^^*'?'";"  °''*'  ''^*^^"*''  '^^''^^  ^^^  ^^  and  a  daughter  were 
recorded.  Smce  according  to  die  rules  of  Jewish  giving  of  names  the  nearest  alreadv 

deceased  ancestor  is  always  considered  in  fi.^  place  in  the  selection  of  Sm^e  so  a., 
to  continue  his  memory,  the  first  names  of  Elia  and  his  sons  recur  regularly  S' 
generations.  Only  m  the  eighteenth  century  does  the  list  of  first  namefof  Se  HneLe 
become  more  extensive.  Elia's  sons  are  called  J  u  s  p  a    A  b  r  aTrm 
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)  )  K  a  u  f  m  a  n  n,  op.  cit.  pg.  12. 


year  1 575  (1 595?).  beginmng  of  an  engagement  document  fi-om  the 
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Salomon  (Yekutiel?),  (Samuel)  Aronand  Elieser   Sussmann  Jusoa 
IS  mentioned  in  the  "green  book"  from  the  year  1 599  to  1 608,  in  which  latter  year  he  seems 
to  have  died.  He  was  married  to  his  wife  B  r  a  u  n  c  h  e  n,  who  preceded  him  in  death 
already  in  1598  (1588?).  A  r  o  n  B  a  1 1  i  n,  who  held  the  title  "Sage"  and  wllol  c^Ted  in 
his  epitaph  a  "loyal  and  God-fearing  man,"  died  in  1622.  His  daughter  Sarlen  was  married 
to  the  famous  board  member,  gaon  and  dayan  Abraham  Aberle  who  was  distinguished  by 
the  title  of  morenu  (an  honorary  designation  for  great  erudition).  Abraham  died  in  1603 
and  Sal  o  m  o  n  in  1604.  Because  of  Abraham  Ballin  a  great  soirow  came  to  the  hou^  of 
his  old  father  since  he  deserted  the  faith  of  his  ancestors.  We  may  probably  see  in  himX 
apostate  of  the  same  name  who,  in  the  year  1577,  let  a  public  revocation  of  his  baTJZ 
published  in  Bamberg  with  the  seven  motives  for  his  action.  The  joy  about  the  re^m  of  iSe 
lost  son  will  have  brightened  the  father  Elia's  old  age.  Abraham  was  m  Jed  to  hS^fe 
Hefele  who  died  in  1590.  There  exists  a  number  of  data  about  the  life  of  E 1  i  e  s  e  r 
1u  '  "u  u  r'*"'!?  ^''°^^'*^t  each  other.  According  to  the  cod.  oxf.  75  he  already  died 

;±  ""Jh^"'"  '""'Y'  .*'  ''   ^'^'^^  '"  ^  =  ''''^-  "'^  «-  -tes  this  d^te  on  the 
referenced  docuniem,  and  also  his  children's  dates  of  birth.  But  the  correctness  of  1^7 

dating  must  be  doubted.  In  die  first  place  it  seems  to  show  a  genealogi^^^Z^^^^^^^     u 
should  not  be  assumed  that  Elieser  Sussmami,  whose  father,  Ilia,  onfy  dleS^^l  587  wol 
have  been  a  grandfather  in  1551  already.  Further,  the  date  also  eLfa  dS  "pl^cv  b 
Itself  We  have  to  assume,  therefore,  a  spelling  or  reading  mistake  lie  ^^IJf^^f^      .• 
^11  be  that  on  Uie  tombstone,  according  to  wWch  Elies:r'su;maL^s:n  of  A   -dS'    " 
Elia  Balhn,  died  m  1603.  Here  he  is  also  called  the  "scholar  of  scrin^rEL"  Tht  H 1 
also  agrees  with  die  "Green  Book"  where  an  Elia  Rallin  ;1^     scnphire  b  la.    This  date 
last  decade  of  the  sixteenth  ceZLu^ZVa^mf^^^^^^  continuously  in  the 

die  Charity  fimds  befo.  his  traveTIo  tt.TLeiS,^.  BrcTo%^rd^^or  etk" 
Eheser.  who  here  ,s  only  called  Sussmami,  had  already  died  in  1601  ' 

Considering  die  position  occupied  by  the  old  Elia  Ballin,  only  one  of  the  fnr.m«  t 
of  the  community  could  be  considered  as  son-in-law.  foremost 
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He  gave  his  only  daughter,  R  i  b  k  a  F  r  u  m  e  t,  in  marriage  to  the  board  member  and  gaon 

El.akum  ben  Abraham  Meschullam,  called  Feibelmann,  who  later 
died  as  rabbi  m  Nikolsburg.  Ribka  Frumet  herself  had  departed  this  life  in  1631  already  and 
was  buried  in  Worms  "with  great  honors."  A  son  of  this  marriage,  A  r  o  n,  was  a  respected 
rabbi  m  Metz  and  Fulda.  ^ 

In  subsequent  generations  the  Ballins  become  one  of  the  most  important  families  of 
the  Worms  commumty  also  because  of  their  numbers,  which  we  encounter  on  almost  everv 
page  of  the  Green  Book"  and  the  Memorial  Book.  Still,  even  outside  Wonns  we  find 
members  of  the  family  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  seventeenth  century    In  1 6 1 4  an 
^iiftr'w""   JakobB^Hn^^^^^p.^^^^^^^^^^^.  (his  first  nmne  also 
pomts  to  a  Worms  origin)  has  a  first  edition  of  a  book  published  in  Lublin  on  the 
calculation  and  the  rules  of  the  Jewish  calendar,  which  was  highly  regarded  as  can  be 
gvthered  from  the  vanous  reprints. 

As  far  ^  a  classification  is  possible,  the  Ballins  of  Worms  of  the  seventeenth 
century  go  back  to  two  roots.  One  is  that  of  E  1  i  e  s  e  r   S  uss  mann  be  n  E  I  i  a,  the 
other  that  of  A  r  o  n  b  e  n  E  1  i  a.  In  fact  both  had  three  sons  each.  Of  Elieser's  sons  i 
seems  that  the  son  Mose,  deceased  at  a  young  age  in  the  year  1585  ,  did  not  propagate  the 
family.Samuel    Abraham  ben  E  I  i  eserdiedin  1622.  He  wasaCTemtr 
and  was  called  "pamos"  B  o  t.  It  follows  fix>m  a  donation  of  200  guilders  that^e  g"ve  for 
the  .Ilumination  of  the  synagogue  on  Sabbath  days,  that  he  was  not  without  means 
Eheser  s  third  son  was  called  I  s  a  a  c  .  A  son  of  Aron  Ballin  also  had  the  same  fii^  name 
TTusIsaac  ben  Aronwas  married  in  his  first  mamage  to  his  wifeMichUdj;^ 

i^l^^ll     ,  ^  -*■  u  ^'''"'*  '.''"  ^^^''"  ^^  S'^^"  *«  »^«  Mose.  When  in  the  years 

the?  ^   f      1^   T.^''''''  °"' '"  ^°™^  ^^  '^'"y  «P^^d  «"«  house,  it  especially  S^ck 
these  two  families.  In  Isaac's  house  died  his  sons  Abraham  and  Hener  (?)  M^Tost  ^^ 

wife  Leah  and  his  boys  Mendchen  and  Isaacle.  A  third  son  of  Aron  Ball  n  n^d  D  ^v  i  H 

E  1 1  a,  reached  a  biblical  old  age  just  as  the  Elia  of  the  sixteenth  cenhiTHersfill 

zrtte:rirst ' '"'  "'"^"  '^^"' '- ''''  -' ''-'  ^-'^  ^"  ^^^^  '^«'  • 
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W  "Tab  en  7  ^'''"''  '"  ^'™'-  "  ""  "^^^  "^P"^^-'  -"  «f  his  brother 

saac    E 1 1  a   be  n    Isaac  for  many  years  was  a  celebrated  Worms  rabbi  who  held  the 

TTu^  ^'  '^''"^"''  ^^l^"  •*  ^^y'  ^f^"*  him  that  he  was  a  man  of 
irreproachable  humihty  and  untiring  diligence  and  that  he  (as  the  old  phrase  outs  it)  "i,....^ 
many  d^.p^s."  He  died  at  a  ve.y  old  age  the  16*  of  Adarl  of  440  (='X  Ss  epitaph 
eads:  "The  dayan  Elm  Ballin.  This  gravestone  bears  witness  of  the  great  and  excJCln 
the  learned  R.  Elia  ben  Isaak  Ballin,  who  died  Friday,  the  16'"  of  Ad!^  I  oSoT  '  ' 

named  a^aintftlr  ^g^^a^ ^E^!  e'tTr  ^S  u'ssTa' T^, '''  '  ^^  ^'^  ^^ 
year  1 638  (the  "Greenror  lists  1^9  VLI  V^  o'f  L^TaccX  tXeSh"  ht 
was  a  loyal  man  who  walked  his  way  in  rectitude  and  donated  gene3y  to  the  Sv  " 

?\r  f  T^*^'  '^^^^  ''""■^  "^^'"y-  E"«=^''^  son  I  s  a  a  c  B Jlin,  To  wi  c^e^^L 
Sickle"  to  differentiate  him  from  other  bearers  of  the  name  livin.,  ^f  th™    .  T^ 

patriarch  of  the  Hanoverian-Bnanswicldan  l^eage^B^T  wlllchrilt  re^ipltly. 

leader)  L'^o™!' "h^'  ^'"'I'  """  ^"'  """^  ^"^  "  ^^'^  '"^•"^er  and  manhig  (Tr  n- 
T^nu  !  "^^  ""^P'  appearing  regularly  in  the  -Green  Book"  from    642  to 

1 670.  He  was  mamed  to  his  wife  Frumet,  daughter  of  Mose  Oettingen^Fr^^itl  le 
Main.  During  his  very  old  age  occurs  the  destruction  of  the  old  fri  cTtvnf  w  k     ^ 

French.  Although  the  Jewish  community  had  secured  a  letLr  of  n^,r      .     ™'  ^^  ^ 

Uuras.  But  the  French  who  seized  Worms  ignored  this  On  Mav  ^  1  >•  i  rtRo  fu        ^f^^^ 
ews'  Alley  go  up  in  smoke').  With  this,  thThiston^role  o^Se  Wonis  w' "t    K  . 
forever.  Its  membei^  scattered  into  all  regions  and  therefoL  ^  hLT     T^         ^""^^^^ 
Ballin  family.  Some  of  its  branches  seemTharmSd^^The  m      ^''T"lf  "^^ 
Wteburg,  fh,m  where  will  have  proceeded  Ae  estobSe^^  ^  R^"^-  Z^""'^^  ^ 
family  branches  kept  tenaciously  to  their  Hessfan  ™^  ^"'  ^""^^"^  *« 


("G  e  d  l^^Tr^'^!''''  ^''"'=ft'«"  «"  *«  Histoiy  of  the  Jewish  Community  of  Worms 
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home  country').  Thus,  Isaac  Ballin  The  Sickle  emior^t^A  t^u     i  ^ 

he  died  in  1695.  His  tombstone  descrits  wL3  L  o? '?!j^  '"^  *^  ^-"  -here 

son  (  H  e  r  z )  M  a  y  e  r  continued  residingTpTaXt  having  t  Y  ^^^T^^^^"  "'^ 

because  of  his  marriage  to  Ribke  daueZer  '7J^"'*^'^^''avmg  taken  roots  there  aJready 

the  year  1 743.  Of  the  sons  of  d^s  iS  fi^^^^^^^  ^  b  r  a  h  a  m  S  t  e  r  n.  He  died  fn 

1688  migrated  further  into  Het  S  e„btg  ^nil  F^d'a^^^^Tr"' '"  -^^""^  '" 

:r  :;^  ra^r  "--^^  ^^-^^  ^^  -^  ^-edLLt^c^rsr^^Ks  a^t?: 

17,8  f^ZZrJZZS^'^o^^r^^ ""''  T  ^r ^  --""^^  ^"  Worms.  In 
the  first  who  returned  to  thSd  W  tol  wri^^filf  'T'""  "^  '  '''■  '^-^ 
Isaac  Ballin  The  Sickle  with  the  sons  H  e  rTanH  ^  «  i  l"'"  ^^P^^^'^'y  the  widow  of 

drawn  back  there.  Mrs.  Frumet  bX  di  d  .^tttowLriToVanH ' «  "  ^  ->  -- 
cemetery.  Besides  her  sons,  those  who  keltthZl^J?u.      ^"^  "^^  ^uned  in  the  old 
mainly  the  descendants  of  DayrEHa  Bal    T^f^'        "  ""'"^^  ""^^  ^  ^^""^  ^'^ 
occupied  prove  that  the  familyTilfeniovedlts^H        'JT'  "^f '°"'  *^'  *«'^  '"^'^tions 
was  gabai  of  the  congregation  HeS^  Jy^ol^T   'T  ^  "  "''  ^"  ''^  ^^^^  E«a, 
diedin,754,wasalSafdmemtl;tdlihg  Bo^J^^^^^^^^       'l?'  (Joseph),  who 
an  important  role  in  the  community.  S  TT^ontJd7ny7'Z    "^''"°"  ""^  ^"^  P'^^^'' 
houses  "The  Apple,"  "The  Red  Annl^  "Ia  ^  r  '  ^^^-  ^®  ^^  ^^ner  of  the 

E  I  i  a  Ballin,'wh;  died  ini  yTe'St  w^  a  S'  i°""  ;1''™"  '"^  '"^^  ^im,  his  brother, 
"master  of  scripture."  A  b  r  a  h^m  tTn^f'Ta  ru'^^^^' ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ««^  ^^  «' 
for  many  years.  The  family  still  prospered  in  Wo™?-  .     k         '  ^^  "^^  ^  ^oard  member 
these  lines  wor.  down  the  old,  r^ZZlZlZX^M^TT""  ""^^  "«— 
today  some  families  with  this  name  whose  relZrh!;  ^^^u,e  old    ""  "^''^  "'^  *° 
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'^Zlir'"^'"''-  ^^^^  '''^'^'  ^-  ^^-  ^^e  —ion  of  the  f^i,y  are  given  in 

there,  Dietz')  I'ist^  f  tu  Z^'gI^T^^^'^Z'^^^^^  ''f''  *°^^  ^*"'  "^^ 
York.  Other  branches  already  had  set^ed  in  t^i.  f!  Tk    "^  '^"^ '"  ^^^'^^^  ^^  ^^^ 
Electoral  Hesse,  where  theVcr^till ^  ^     ?!  7'''^^"*^  '^^n***^  *"  various  towns  of 
Heldenbergen.  TOfapplt^rol^^^/^^^^  '"'^^"  '"  »^^^'  ^^^ 

in  ti.e  folfowsI!:::o:?3;  the  dto,^^^^  w*'  ^"'^^"^  "-^  ^E'-*«-l  Hesse) 

emigration  of  its  members  In  fact  wSTh^T  f    r ,     ™'  community  in  1689  and  the 
which  go  back  to  the  yeTlSl  do  nS  veJl  k  "'"' '"  *'  ^"^'^  ^^^^  ^f  Hesse, 

first  time  with  a  S  i  m'o  n  i^itZuT^TJ"  ""Tit  "^'^^  ''^'  '*  '^^^^  ^^  ^^e 
town  in  1 703.  In  this  new  homTSrSeB^Mnr^        .  '^'  ^""'^''"^  ^^^  ^^^  *"  «>is 
countty,  whose  reputation  ^Z^ZZIT^^^Z'^:^^^^^  of  the 

Goldschmidt  and  Here  in  Kassel  nor  to  thL  ^  ""^"""^  *°  ""^^  ^^  the  famous  families 
Brunswickian  court  rcZ^ZlTl^^.^d^'^'^r  '''^''  ^^^'^J'  •'-^her  of  the 

defined  by  law  in  the  Ordinan^rfof  jT^^t^^^^^^^^  ?  ^"f "'  "''^''  ^^  ^'- 

granted  a  new  Protected  Jew  status  whiT  hT   °  "  ^  "^^  ^f*''^  ^^''y  could  ever  be 
protection.  From  the  rec  Js  o^t  stt^^cS  il  Z^  '^'^  ""^^^  ^^«"' 
Ballin  all  the  f  o  u  r  sons  of  the  abovrmem^onld  S  "on         '  ^Tu^""'  '^^'  ^^^  '^^  ^^^V 
one  and  the  ^e  time.  TT,e  govemmentir,;^  ^ve  JnT5,1   f  "f!^^'^/-»-«-  at' 
addition  to  the  population  which  in  additinn  t^        J   ^        ^^  ^^''^  ^  desirable 
impeccable  cha^'er  trait;  ^f  Ae  rri^legX^^^^^^^  ''^^'^  «'-  -quired 

Ballins  we:e'';e:rnr:r;iSar^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^"^  ^'-  about  1 703,  the 
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')  D  i  e  t  z,  op.  cit.  pg.  20  No.  30,  pp.  377,  380. 


Ba«in  i«  i:^*t::2i:rs2.r,^e  a?  °:- ; '  ^ '-  *=--■  ^«  -  -- 


on 
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here  family  members  migrated  to  R  o  t  e  n  h  n  r  <,  «„  fk^  c  i  j     ,, 

only  later  became  part  omanover  and  H  e  b  e  nVa  u  s  e  n  ^  °  ^  ^  "  '^  -'  ^^^^^ 

^^thoutSslora^trXS  I't^ed  "  '^^  ^'^^^"  ''  ^documentation  and 
the  lineage  at  the  almost  op^sl^en^G^^^^^^^  'T'  '"'  ^  '"^'^  '^^"^  ^' 

namely  at  the  begirming  of  L  seventeenU^  Z3'-?L  "  ^  "^  ^^  "  ^  8  "  ^t  a  very  early  date, 
proves  that  we  c^  trace  this  hne  bSk  to  wZ^"  ^^f  P^^^«  of  ^e  first  name  Elia 
hneage  has  its  origin  in  the  a^  Luelht™:  oflou^  r'"'  '"'^  ?""^  ^^^'^^^ 
Further  it  is  known  of  Hamburg  that  itTsettk^nt  of  ?  T^^  ^^  ^^"^^  Rhineland. 

Middle  and  Southern  Germany  ^^tt'^ment  of  German  Jews  was  carried  out  from 
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.-»» 


Register  of  the  Ballins  of  Worms. 

(Based  on  archival  and  literary  sources.) 

6620,  pg.  2029.  Cat.  o^' ed  Neubl^sJL  ^^    f  ^'''"^'^''^^^'  Cat.  Bodi.  No. 
(Literature  refercncedtherlGrete^^^^^^^  ^^.Note  1. 

No.  8032.  N.  Brull,  Treasuiy  of  Ckf^tLt  h  '     ^^^Steinschneider.  Cat.  Bodl. 
Book:  1574,  1577,  1584^85  ,587  ,588  ^S^^^^  ^«-  »>•  ^-n 

pg.  5.  (R.  Elia  ben  Mose?)  KoUaUadTs^^^  Kobezaljad  1887 

(ol;^  ?^^.  f  p'rorn  ^^k' ;  ji  ("na  iLTr '  ''^-  ^^"  ^^^^>  ^  ^^ 

Ballin).  Kaufinann,  op.  cit  0^12  (rcferinL  .h  ^^'  T^'^^'^^th  1601  (SuBmann 
Kobeea,  ,ad  -- p^ (HSfsi^^:^:^^^^^^^^^^^^^  .6, 

"  \^H.^ ciL^ BrcrerS9?a^^^^^^^  i^^'  '^^'  ^^^^ 

jjy»  (1588?).  Kobez  at  jad  1893,  item  8 

'■  woire-bi '"H.r,i'i6V,A'sz?B«:';?-  °"'"  -^"^  '''«•  '^''-  -"^o  '^3 

died  in  , 590,  He,  epiu,ph  has Trp^"^";i'^  '^'^>-  «'=  "f«  ""->  Heft,. 


3. 


7. 


Samuel  Aron  ben    E  1  i  a  (E  1  i  e  <!..  r^  r  o  i  i  •      j-    . 
or  (3).  Epitaph  is  preserved  (died  22"'  of  TislS  383  Vr  "'     n"* '"  '^^2.  Son  of  (2) 
1604,  1605,  1606,  1615  CoLl  with  JjoT     P  ?^"  ^^-  ^"  B^'in 
>893  pg.  9,  item  21;  1887'pTrCElir  brES^^"  "^'""-  '^^^^  ^'i^^ 


■aUB 


8. 


?.^T\i^  "^'"^  '^^^-  ^°''  '^^^  PS-  '4-  ^2)  Sarlen,  widow  of  dayan  Aberle 
rabbenit,  old  woman.  Kob.  1 887  pg.  28.  ibid.:  The  gaon.  board  memlirMorenu 
Abraham  Aberle,  son  of  R.  Mose,  died  at  a  vety  old  age  in  166^ 

n^ember  Feibehnann,  raVnif  b^^ed  ^v^th^  SoL^^^^^^^^^^ 
1893  pg  12  item  12,  Her  husband  Feibelmann  =  Eliakum  L  Abmham 
Meschullam  (Kauftnann  op.  cit.)  died  later  in  Nikolsbi^(Kob  0^^^  Her  son 
Aron  was  rabbi  m  Metz  and  Fulda.  (Kob.  ibid.)  '  " 

9.     Mose   ben    Suflmann   Bal  1  i  n.  son  of  (3).  Green  Book:  died  1585. 

r^=c^;frs:xs-o^S^^ 

Sabbath  days  with  the  provision  thaT^^^S  ?     ^  ""^"^^  synagogue  on 

youth  education  D  ed  ^4^62?  T  '"^'"f  ^^""'  '^^^^  ^  'P^^^ «" 

pg.  9.  item  1 0.:;  ?:;otrb^rBai?n'  """"  '^  ^^'^  ^"'^^  ««'•  ^°'  '  «93: 
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' '  eol  ;g.  V51  .tinsc^i!:,  cft^^x  95I  4;87rtH^-  '?:r'  --  ^^■ 

rare)  1614  in  Lublin,  2-0  edition  in  the  same  place  ?So  r^  J^u  'T  ''^'^ 

the  Oder  1691,  4*  edition  in  Offenbach1?2Z)  '"  ^"^^  ^" 

12.    Isaakben   El  ieser  B  al  1  i  n.  sonof (3) around  1620. 

"■   BL'k-sill'nBaZdie"^  K^o^m'^i'^y^T^'?- ^'^^ '^^^^  «-" 

ben  Chaber  R.  Aron  Ballin.  ^^  ^'  ^''^^'"  '^^  ^^^^t'^'  Salomon 

14.    Mose    B  all  in,  presumed  son  of(7).  Died  before  1666  Kob  1887  na  1  k^ 
b.  Eheser  (?).  His  wife  Leah  died  as  a  widow  in  1666  aT^u  '  P^'  ^-  ^°^ 

sons  Bachur  Mendchen  ^*  ^^^  '^^  *""«  '"ed  her 
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15. 


16. 


Ballin  and  K"m"r  Isaakle  Ballin.  Kob.  1893  pg.  22.  Item  27,3,.  1887.  pg.  27. 
tueser.  Oreen  Book.  1659  Isaak  ben  ha  chacham  Aron  Ballin.  Kob    1 887  na  27- 

Bdlt  dieX66TM- ''°'-  k''' P^-  '''  ''''  P^-  2'  '*«-  27,8.  Sons:  Hent  1?) 
7666  2-  t^^l  1 1  '^V'^^^^  *h«  ^'^t^'-  «f  *e  "pious  chasen"  Tobias  who  died  in 
1666.  2    wife  of  Isaak  Ballm  was  Rachle.  died  1663  (1693?). 

^^^'i^lL  E  1  i  a   b  e  n   A  r  o  n  B  a  1 1  i  n,  son  of  (7),  died  1681.  Green  Book-  In 
1652  Eha  Balhn  buys  the  mizvos  by  auction,  died  1681  Book  of  Alms  1670 

fil^Kof  mf  "r-   ''''''■  •^••C''«»-r  David  EUrLchi'r^on 

daughter  of  the  deceased  l.id  ^^lii^r  Z7^:S:X^rZmr ''''''' 

17.    Elieser   SuBmann   ben    Isaak    Ball  i  n,  son  of  (12)  died  1637 
Epitaph  preserved.  Green  Book:  died  1639  C^)  Kob  1 8«7  «„    7  c.         o  „ 
bar  Isaak  Ballin.  Kob.  1893  pg  14  kern  14  2S^.?ft    '^^^PS" ''♦-.El'^ser  SuBmami 
j^3y  -^  PS-  '^'  "^'"  ''♦'25.  SuBmann  Ballm  died  Nov.  25*, 


19. 


20. 


daughter  of  tepfel  Kehrweiler.  Kob.  1 887  pg.  26:  wife  F^Tc^r  ' 


•^ki 


M*i 


1,1  t  r  •-•>-->■>«•> ^-■■»i> 
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daughter  of  Juspiel  Kehrweiler,  spouse  of  the  master  of  scripture  and  manhig 
Sa  omon  Ballin.  Kobe  1 893  item  26 ,:  Fradelche  died  in  1 7 1 6,  wife  of  Salomon 
Balhn.  Daughter:  RSchle,  wife  of  Mayer  Sichel,  died  1 738.  Kob.  1 887  pg.  39. 

^^'    M''rn'."Jf'i?."'   8^"'"'««"«f(17),diedl695inFrankftutonthe 
Main.  Called  The  Sickle."  Green  Book:  Isaak  Ballin  1642  1643  1648  1659  iftS7 

ml^  Ch'^'^R-  T''l:'''S^'-  ''''■ ''°' ''''''■  ''■■  Thet'ald'l';^,^  'a^^/^^ 

t^rS^of  M         .Iff.^Z?'"'''  ^•^'""^  ^^""  ^'^^ '"  P™^'^  on  the  Main 
the  2    of  N.ssan  455  (=1695)  and  is  buried  there.  In  Kauftnami,  op.  cit.  pp  75  76 

Note  the  epitaph  .s  published.  Epitaph  No.  3202:  Exile  of  the  settlement  of  W^rms 

Diete,  Book  of  Generations  pg.  20  No.  30,  pg.  358.  His  wife  was  Frumet  daughter 

of  Mose  Oettingen  from  Frankfurt.  She  died  in  1705  in  Worms  and^  blT 

there.  Epitaph  is  preserved.  Kob.  1887  pg.  22:  Wife  Frumet,  daughter  of  Mose 

?^?"^?tf  ^  "^^  *^  '^'*°^  °^*^  ^^"^  '"^mber  and  manhig  Isaak  Ballin  and 
died  m  1 705.  Daughter:  Pepi,  died  1713.  Kob.  1 887  pg.  25. 

^^'    Knh'iTsT"  ^*^i« '^°  ?  ^  •"  " '^  "^  ^  "   ''^^'^    Ballin,  died  1733.  Son  of  (21) 
Kob.1887  pg.  38:  Kalonymus,  called  Kalmann,  son  of  the  board  member  Isil 

Kalman  bJiiS     ""°'^- ''°'"''  ''"  ''''■  ''^  ^  ™  ^^  ^^  "^^t 

23.    Mayer  Jen   Isaak    Bal  11  n,  sonof  (21),  died  1793.  Bookof  Alms 
(Almosenbuch"):  Mayer  Ballin  1706  and  1718.  Kob.1887  pg.  40:  TTie  oS  man 
Mayer,  son  of  the  board  member  Isaak  Ballin  of  blessed  memoiy  d  ed  1743  He 
w^  universally  called  here  Mayer  Ballin.  Dietz,  Book  of  GeneSio^  ("^scwL 
terbuch")  pg.  20,  No.  30:  Herz  Mayer  Ballin  1740  in  Frankfiirt  WJf^  pk! 
Steni.  Kob.  ,887  pg.  40:  Wife  Rib/a,  daughter  of  Jm^^d  daJanTra:. 
Stem  of  blessed  memory.  Was  called  Mayer  Ballin.  AOraham 


24. 


Herz  (Naftali)  ben    Isaak    Bal  1  i  n  son  ofr21V  Hi^-H  i7i^  r^ 
Book:  Herz  Ballin  1687,  1688.  Bookof  Aim:  nSri  716  kobi  887       T 
Chaber  Hi.ch  (Hirz,  Herz?),  son  of  the  board  memi;^'id  chab^r  sa^^B  Jhn  of 

OsTeulr'"^' ''''  '  '''■  "'  ""  ^^'^'  "'"^'^  «^"-  Wife  Frltnef "  °' 
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Ancestral  Line  of  the  Ballins  of  Worms. 

(As  far  as  it  applies  to  the  author.) 

Elia  Ballin 

I 
Mose  Ballin 

I 

Elia  Ballin  in  Worms 

Bom  around  1500,  died  1587 

I 

Eheser  SuBmann  Ballin  in  Worms 

Died  1603 

I 

Isaak  Ballin  in  Worms 

Died  around  1620 

I 

Eheser  SuBmann  Ballin  in  Worms 

Died  1637 


I 
Isaak  Ballin  The  Sickle  in  Worms 
Died  1 695  in  Frankflirt  on  Main 


I 


oo      Frumet,  nee 
MoseOettingen  from 
Frankfurt  on  Main 
Died  1 705 


Mayer  Ballin  in  Worms 

and  Frankiiirt 

Died  1743 

I 


oo     Ribka  nee  Abraham 
Stem  from  Frankflirt 
Died  around  1760 


Elieser  Ballin,  bom  1688  in  Worms 

later  in  Frankflirt  on  Main  and  Rotenburg  on  Fulda 


Josef  Simon  Ballin  in  Rotenburg  on  Fulda  and 
Imbshausen 


Elieser  Ballin  in  Imbshausen 
Died  1 820 


Heinemann  Ballin,  bom  1796  in  Imbshausen 
later  m  Echte  and  Gandersheim,  died  1882  ' 

Louis  Ballin,  bom  1834  in  Echte,  later  in 
Gandersheim 

I 

Oscar  Ballin  (Author)  bom  1 876  in  Gandersheim. 
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29 
wSwSli"^ ''™""'  *'"''"'' '"'^™  "'""'""■^ "  '"3.  She  was  U,e 

called  R.  Fa*.  His  I^^Jr^.^lf^litZ'^^'^rorS''^  'V.  *  ""^ 
the  chaber  R.  Nate  of  Messed  ^^Z^^^Tl^i  712  ^h'  '^^"'  "' 
Falk  Ballin  of  blessed  memory.  ^'"  ""^  "■=  '"fe  "f 

^e'l'mLMt'orfVsalm™  S "iS"'^  ^  ""^  "^  "" ^-  »■ 
44.,:M,753  *e  old  man  Jak 'b tTsZ™  It^J"'"'"'^-  ''°'>"''  i"" 

1 742(7).  WifercheNa,  „W|^r.SeTfrS:rr^'"^ 'r '•"''>■-' »'<''»*  » 
memory,  died  1762.  member  Juspa  Ballin  of  blessed 

''  (•wi:;:i:e™i;:is;"irmo^'b:i;:;^"S±'  ":'■  "-'«-p«* 

H„»es:  board  member  l759andl767rf76?9r'o-,?'"'''"-^'<»'' 
•■n.e  Apple",  in  1 764  fte  hon?i!be  Lwi  aZ "r?,^  1?  f '  "» '""^ 
Apple."  Kob.  1 887  pg.  50-  Board  memhTSl^  '"  '  ""^  l«>^  'The  Red 

Ballin,  died  ,  777.  S?ife:  ,SS1^Tk^^^,,°'^  board  member  Juspa 

''■  l^iin  i:r7"4ie"i:s:  h^u" '4^^:,°S'"  Ki'iS7'n8"^°"-^  ^"• 

^np.„  Eli.  son  of  d,e  board  member  '^^B^^:Z  ff^'o^^-rZ^L 

30.   Elieser  ben  Mayer  Ballin,  bom  1688  Son  of  O^WJc*    *•,„• 

W„™,s.  UJ,  in  Franks  on  ,he  MainSS  Rol  r^^Sf  f"::  T  '" 
of  the    Hanoverian   Branch.  fe""  "i^ruida  Founder 


JO 


i 

i 


•"^I      Abraham    ben    S  a  m  n  ..  i    n  n      l 

hen  Sa„u.cl  ,ialli„  born  i77(    Kob  1     '"pt'To  A^llr  1'^'  ''!'^'"^^^^-  Abn.„a„, 
•"a..y  years  board  ,„en,bor  and  n,a„hk    l^tv    f.         '"  '^■"  '^'"""^■'  »«"•".  for 

<"•  Abraban,  Malli...  di,U  msg         '""'•  ^     ^"*''-  «'^-  ''<«'«f'>cr  ..IR.  z^wi.  vviduw 

HoUlc."  »o.,k  ...  Al„,.s:  1744  W  ^C   Jl  ^  k  ,"^"  "'^'  ^""•'**'' ""'-'  Yellow 
'-^  Har  Nana,.-  »alli„,  clied  l^s'^cLc^X^^^^^  ''''''^-  ^'^'^  '^^ 

"     ;^^^"-^^cl    be„    Nar.a,.0,e.,Ha,l,„...n..,,,,,;,.,,,.^^^,^^ 

^fc    jM  mm 

of  Wii^.^H.s.'H';:^  I^;^^":"'"-  ""  "'^''^-  '^'^"  •"  '^>«^  — «."«  .<>  .he  ,.is. 

^^-    Juspa    (Joseph)  ben    S  a  I  o  m  ..  n    u  ■■• 

Wimperls  was  born  in  1710  """'"'  '*""  "''^28).  Acc<,rding  ,o  ,he  l.fs,  of 

''■  Hous:::,n;Vr"i:?.:„;„^^^^^^^^^ 

Pg.  56:  died  l«23.  Wife  Kob  IXX7  n^lo  l'         f  fl'"    '"  "'''^^  »''"'"  Kob  18X7 
died  1852.  ^^-  ^"-  ^•''•ncndelchen,  wife  of  R.  ,.;i,„  ,,^„;„  '*' 

37.    J  e  c  h  e  s  k  i  e  I    ben  Abraham  Rallin  son  ..rn  i  > 

Win.perls  wa.s  born  in  1813  H)  Kob  IXX7       ^i' ^ '"'"*''*'"«  '"  ""-•  '•'-'*'  «'f 
'«-'<l  '  «<>  I .  ^  -*•  ^°''  ' '''  "«•  ^^2:  Jccheskiel  bar  AbraJ,a,„  liaJiin 
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(c):  hha  b(,m  1827.  Her/  born  1833.  "^  ""^''"  ^''>  '•:"««•  Sons  o/fsaak 


I 


]W<.IIJ,^I  IJI 


31 


¥4 


^ 


I 


Ancestral  Line  of  the  Ballins  of  Worms. 

(As  far  as  it  applies  to  the  author.) 


Elia  Ballin 

I 
Mose  Ballin 


Elia  Ballin  in  Worms 
Bom  around  1500,  died  1587 

I 

Eheser  SuBmann  Ballin  in  Worms 

Died  1603 

I 

Isaak  Ballin  in  Worms 

Died  around  1620 


Elieser  SuBmann  Ballin  in  Worms 
Died  1637 

I 
Isaak  Ballin  The  Sickle  in  Worms 
Died  1695  in  Frankfiirt  on  Main 


oo      Frumet,  nee 
MoseOettingen  from 
Frankfiirt  on  Main 

Died  1 705 


Mayer  Ballin  in  Worms 

and  Frankfiirt 
Died  1743 


I 


oo     Ribka  nee  Abraham 
Stem  {torn  Frankfiirt 
Died  around  J  760 


Elieser  Ballin,  bom  1688  in  Worms 

later  in  Frankfiirt  on  Main  and  Rotenburg  on  Fulda 

Josef  Simon  Ballin  in  Rotenburg  on  Fulda  and 
Imbshausen 

I 

Elieser  Ballin  in  Imbshausen 
Died  1 820 
I 
Heinemann  Ballin,  bom  1796  in  Imbshausen 
later  m  Echte  and  Gandersheim,  died  1882  ' 


Louis  Ballin,  bom  1834  in  Echte,  later  in 
Gandersheim 


Oscar  Ballin  (Author)  bom  1876  in  Gandersheim. 


to 
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1. 


Register 
of  some  Ballins  in  Electoral  Hesse. 

(According  to  the  Data  in  the  State  Archives  of  Marburg.) 
Simon    Ballinin  Witzenhausen. 


wv      K         «f  Pf^te'^t.on  dated  September  1 9^  1 703  from  Cassel.  He  died  in  1 734  in 
W.tzenhausen.  After  hrs  death  his  wife  lived  in  Bovenden  with  their  sons  San^^e  (4)  L 
Joseph  (5).  Just  as  his  daughter  Rachel  who  became  a  widow  at  an  early  ageTom  her 
descended  a  son  Joseph,  who  was  fourteen  years  old  around  1 744. 

2.    Jakob   Ballin, oldestsonof(l). 

In  ,74.^''*^"^''  *^  Protection  for  Bovenden  on  Jan.  2"-,  1741  and  took  up  residence  there 

Snce  17^"^"'"''  "^^  '^^'T*'""  ^  ^^^^"-^^  '°  Hebenshausen,  where  ^emo^S 
Since  1 764  he  was  agam  m  Bovenden.  Descendants:  2  •         ^  nc  movea. 

3.    Michael    Bal  1  in,  second  son  of(l). 


sons. 


there. 


On  July  2-  1 742  he  obtained  the  Protection  for  Hebenshausen  and  became  resi 


resident 


4.    Samuel    Bal  1  i  n,thirdsonof(l). 

admission.  His  wife,  from  whom  he  harcWW  in  ^2  Jo^^^^^^  "/ 'T°' 

Hanover  area.  His  widowed  sister  Rachel  and  her  yo^t  In  itv^      k    f  "^'''^^"  '^' 
later  became  impoverished.  Descendants:  rdaujiter^  "  ^"  ''""^-  ^  ^^^^ 

5.     Joseph     B  all  in,  fourth  sonof(l). 

Bom  in  Witzenhausen  in  the  year  1717  Later  a  rp^iH^nf  ^r  o  .      ^ 

he  ob^ined  P„,e«i„„  i„  ,743.  He  vi  mam^ »  BrTJ^t^fof  wlTff r  "^  t!" 


f 
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Extracts  from  the  Protocols  of  the  Royal  State  Archives 

m  Marburg. 

exa.J]^:;S;i;t^^^^^^^^^  ;-  ^^^^  a,,  Lene.  of  Pro.cUon  were 

homeland.  Many  requested  renewd  Zed  "In  T"""'''   '^''  '°  '^'"'^  '^^  «  "ew 
landgrave  decided  dther  "fiat"  or  ^eS'Z      T'^"  °^*^"  government,  the 
-  totality  Of  tHe  W.  .pulation^ ,i" -t--  ^a^^o^rtr^  ^  ^-^" 

O.  St.  S.  7126  Sheet  109.    Extract  letter  A.  No.  11. 

of  the  Je  ^^c^d  I:  's^onm^'^^^'Z^^'^r''^  ''^ ''"'  ^™ing  son 
second,  Michael  Baliin,  has  Protection  in  HeS^tin  *''"'"  "^  ^°^^"^^°'  ^^ 

^  Aag^rmrhStri^r^^^^  ^  Bovenden  .ports  on  the 

Ordmance  for  Jews  ax«  concerned  there  is  nolt^^   .1  '  '^""^'"^ '"  ^^  ^ore  recent 
dependjret  on  a  most  g^cious  resolut'n  He l^a  :^fe  1"  »„«PP  "'^able  impedimentl 
area  and  with  her,  a  child.  He  also  has  M^th  hi™  hi!  ^H       T  ^^'"^^'^^  '^°'"  ^^e  Hanover 
14  years  and  is  listed  in  the  attachmen.^^  sTti^erheT   T'''  !^''^^'  ^'^  '^^^  «>"  of 
Rotenburg  and  is  said  to  be  burdened  bv  it  Bv  tS         l    "^  ^  ^  '^«^'  of  admission  from 
accordmg  to  No.  61  of  the  1 »  ^esJ^'^t^ZTl^:^^^^^  ^^^^^^^^ 

Landgrave's  note  of  approval:  FiatI 

O.  St.  S.  No.  7122  Sheet  160.    Extract  letter  B.  No.  II. 

Jew  Sim"on  Bdhn'wh^o'dli  J ."  t^^t^  LV'"^  ^''^  '"  ^"^--^  -  of  the  pretected 
ruler  issued  in  Cassel  on  Sept.  19-'^l^o]Ht^MT.^T''''^  "^'^  '  ^'^^^^^on  by^T 
for  Bovenden  as  of  Jan.  2- '^l  741  but  Lks  fo  *L  '"^'^  '"^°''  ^^^^  "as  Pret^Uon 
second  Michael  Baliin,  has  receiC^  I^tw^r  He^^^^        '"^  Hebenshausea^r 
th.rd,  Sajnuel  Baliin,  lives  in  Bovenden  Xlt  3  pttft'T  ^  '^''"'^  ^^  1 742.  Tl,e 
Prot.  under  letter  A.  This  Joseph  Baliin  is  enuaZt  r         '?  ^*""  ^"'^  ^"^o^ding  to  the 
daughter  with  means  from  MeLn  in  ^^IZs^ul^T"  ^^'^  Lazarus,  a  Jev^sh 
wnh  m^age  contracts  that  have  been  subS  ^  ''"'  ^"""^  ^''«'"' '"  ^^ordance 

fimher  furnishings  for  the  dowiy,  Ss  to  ^"'1  r''^''  ^^^  '^^'^  '"  <^^^  with^t 
father-in-law  over  1 000  imperiS^  tZs  '^'"'°"  *°  "^«"»  'Portly  from  this,  Ws 


by  reputation  except  the  lack  of  being  first-bom."  ^  Offenses  and 

Landgrave's  Note  of  Approval:  Fiat! 

Extracts  from  the  Royal  State  Archives 

of  Hanover. 

Cal.  Br.  Arch.  Dess.  33  II 4  No.  76a  Sheet  15. 

Marital  Status  1 764 
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Jakob  Ballin 
Samuel  Ballin 
Joseph  Ballin 


Husband 
1~ 


1 
1 


Wife 

~T 


1 


Bovenden,  19*  September,  1 764. 


Sons  I  Daughters     |Male  fieL^f^ 


1 
2 


loc.cit.  Sheet  160  ff. 

Lists  of  acceptance  fees  from  1782  to  17«8  tu^  „u 
Ballin  are  repeated  continually  ThZ,  ^cotlZf^V^l  above  enumerated  three  brothers 
permission  for  the  construction  oYa  ^n^:^^  „^e    ^M  '^r^  ''''  f  '^'^^^  '^^ 
amounted  to  10  talers  (St.  A.  Hanover'i|ss%Tc:,;L?e„^^  rs  ^".7"'" 

.,«,  I,  ^  'oc-  cit.  Sheet  135. 

/   ^eb.,  1787:  "Samuel  Ballin's  widow  and  Josenh  Raiiin  o       u 
earn  anything,  live  poorly  and  are  in  debt."  ^  "^  °^^  P^^P'^  ^'»°  ^^^t 
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II 


loc.  cit.  Sheet  140. 
Report  of  the  magistrate  of  5**  Oct.,  1787 
"Joseph  Ballin's  widow  has  become  impoverished  and  camiot  pay  the  acceptance 

S^MeTl^at^.'?!  "^"^  "'"^"'-  '  ^  '^''''  '  °"^'"  '''^'  2  ^  fr^^^'  2  chairs.  2 

-From  Jakob  Ballin's  widow  and  others  'who  are  said  to  be  completely  impoverished' 
nothmg  can  be  impounded."  t~vcn!,nea 

Sales  Record  of  an  Impoundment,  Bovenden.  in  the  afternoon  of  Oct  28*  1787 

The  objects  of  the  impoundment  from  Joseph  Ballin's  widow  were  sold  at  proprietor 
Thiele  s  place  and  were  put  on  offer  by  the  mechanic  LOppich  Propnetor 


Items: 

2  old  bed  frames 
2  old  covered  chairs 
1  cask 

1  bed  sheet 

2  pewter  plates 


Highest   Bid 

Italer 

1 1  albuses  4  hellers 

5        "      - 

18        "      4 

II        "       4 


n 
n 


Purchaser : 

Nikolas  Thiele 
Wilhehn  Domhagen 
The  same 

Christian  Peter 
Heimich  Henkell. 


* 
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The  Lineage  Ballin  of  Hamburg. 


At  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century  German  Jews  started  here  and  there  to 
take  up  residence  in  Hamburg-AItona,  which  until  then  had  been  closed  to  them ')  ^ong 
Aese  few  first  settlers  can  be  found  a  M  o  s  e   J  o  s  e  f  B  a  1 1  i  n,  who  is  also  the  e^Hest 
bearer  of  Ae  family  name  Ballin  provable  by  documentation  for  North  Germl^y  HiTfeSr 
was  named  ChajmiJ)  and  his  mother,  Rosa^).  Mose  Josef,  who  is  listed  as  a^Tmbe  ofte 

1171  7Z  ^:  V'  ''k'  'V"'  ''^  ''''  ^'^  ^P^^'fi^^'y-  -  Ws  tombstone') 

reveals,  of  the  plague  ep.demic  that  then  raged  in  Hamburg.  His  tombstone  is  one  of  the 

twelve  oldest  of  the  Hamburg-Altona  cemetery  . 

Mose  Josef  had  a  son  named  E  1  i  a  or  E  I  i  e  s  e  r  B  a  1 1  i  n«\  <ii„^»  tu-   ci-    r,  ■.• 
played  an  important  role  among  the  Jews  of  his  time  and  also  otii^s^'  fs  o^mtifdd         " 
general  mterest,  it  is  worthwhile  just  for  this  reason  to  look  a,  himTore  cloi^ 

The  main  source  for  the  life  of  this  Ballin  of  Hamburg  in  the  seventeenth  ..«♦,  .„  • 
the  book  of  memoirs  of  Glueckel  of  Hameln,  that  intellectuairgreat  wllld  mot^ '' 
who,  much  ahead  of  her  time,  recorded  the  reminiscences  of  herTfe  Z^Zto^li.u 

=t-rr:iiS^:-Ltro^tSiri:^^^^ 


')  The  statements  of  this  section  are  based  in  the  mo^t  n^rtr.r^^.  i  ^  rr     . 

Deutsche  Juden  ("Hamburg's  German  Jews'^Xibu^gTm       ""  ^  ^  "  "  "  «  '  ^'  "^mburgs 

^)  0  G  r  u  n  w  a  I  d,  op.  cit.  pg.  236.  Register  of  epitaphs  Nos.  400  and  399. 


Ballin. 


^)  G  r  u  n  w  a  1  d,  op.  cit.  pg.  183.  The  Chaber  Mose  Ballin  listed  there 


can  only  be  our 
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From  tWs  book  of  memoirs  we  then  also  can  follow  the  life  of  that  Elia  (Elias  Elieser) 
Balhn.  Eha,  who  may  have  been  bom  around  1615.  spent  his  youth  in  Hamburg,  where  the 
German  Jews  wer^o.^y  just  tolerated  and  had  to  be  prepared  for  expulsion  at  ^y  momen' 
Wuh  a  great  deal  of  effort  they  had  obtained  the  permit  for  a  burial  place.  The  public  Z  ice 
of  their  rehgion  was  prohibited.  They  made  do  with  small  prayer  rooms  and,  according^ 
Glueckel  s  words,  had  to  "crawl  into  the  little  sttidies."  TTie  horrors  of  the  TOrty  yS  War 
raged  across  the  land  and  the  plague  was  forever  a  threatening  guest.  In  such  tZes  t^few 
Jewish  inhabitants  were  completely  dependent  on  themselves.  Their  refuge  and  their  strelh 
was  their  family  life  and  the  adherence  to  their  religion.  THus  Elia  BallhX  elcln  Ttc 
traditional  one  of  the  old  Jewish  families,  where,  in  addition  to  the  most  meticulous 
observance  of  the  religious  duties,  the  practical  training  in  business  skills  was  not  neglected 
either.  The  nat^e  of  Judaism  in  earlier  times,  after  all,  represented  an  intimate  hTer-tSSt 
of  reigious  and  business  1  ves.  In  these  Hfe  lessons,  the  quality  of  Ballin's  characte  So 
develop  quickly.  From  early  on  he  showed  a  definite  financial  talent,  and  his  endeavo^were 

^tsTt  tht't  me  n     T  r';;;''  r^""^'  "  '"^^^'  "^^  --  ^^^y  -  -h  man  whTs^ 
Tfl  Glueckel  of  Hameln  estimated  at  30.000  imperial  talers  If  one  consider, 

diat  this  corresponds  to  the  final  period  of  the  30  Years'  War.  one  can  appreciate  tSis 
S^n '    rr  '*  '/r  ^^ °*^^'^  ^^^^^P'^^e  impoverishment  in  Germany,  ^^i^e  Elia 
.uJe.  r?    K   ir"'?  '"  "°  ^"^  '^"P'"^^  ""  ^  '^^^  °f  his  wife,  still  GluLkel  HLndn 
ini^^™  ^^^  "^'^  '*^''"'  ^'^  ^P"^'^  P™^  *^t  he  contented  himself  with  a  iZest 
dowiy  frem  his  spouse.  In  later  years  Ballin  knows  how  to  increase  his  wealed  to  mS 

tSlt  h  "  «    ;  •"""  r""^  *^'  ""'"^  ^^^^  •"  "^hurg.  Glueckel  giveTlTie^e 
title  Aat  she  attaches  to  the  great  imperial  court  bankers  Samuel    O  p  p  e  n  hTi  m  ^ 

(^eal^rmr    ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  '  "^  ^  *"  Vienna,  to  wit  that  of  a  "k  o  z  e  n^'^l.^^g^e^    ' 

Fl.„  „  .".'=^«t  "^  «[etemiined  anymore  of  what  type  the  business  enterprise  was  from  which 
Eha  Balhn  acquired  his  great  wealth.  His  trades  will  have  been,  however  thos^^f  Ae  J^iTh 
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and  commerce  m  merchandise  will  have  gone  on  simultaneously  depending  on  the 
opporti«uty.  TT^e  time  of  the  Thirty  Years'  War.  which  for  the  gene,^popul2n  became  a 
cause  of  the  greatest  economic  misery,  turned  out  to  be  an  economicairnot  Svor^^ 
penod  for  Gennany's  Jews  .  After  all.  war  supplies  and  war  loans  were  their ^2 
Especially  the  assets  of  the  first  Jews  in  Hamburg  nrobablv  had  th^ir  ^Jjf-  • 

such  business  dealings,  since  both  the  Danes  aiSTsw^^s^^IS  17/17  '" 
commercial  capabilities  for  the  procurement  of  their  war  requirements  Si lin^,?!,- 
however,  must  have  expanded  also  othen^se  to  such  an  eZr^a  conf^^"^  T^^T' 
administ^tions  suggest  themselves.  Perhaps  the  state  archives  will  yet  prrvidelllrn 

his  publisher  Ballin  in  the  preface  of  the  work  as  his  sS  wictor  '  "''  ^'""^  ^ 

It  hardly  needs  mention  that,  with  his  financial  imoortance  Ranj„  oio^  u  ^.     , 
role  m  the  public  life  of  Hamburg's  Jews  We  knowL^^i      f'tTT     ,  ""  ^^  *°  P'^^  ^ 
he  was  a  board  member  of  the  co'nii^ty  fo^a^"  ^^  ^tThifH  ^3^ ?  "T^^  *^* 
him  in  1665  among  the  signers  of  a  docuLZ    ^u  ^,       T     ^  '^^*^-  ^  ^^  ^e  find 
member.'  contribuli  onsforS."  1^^^^^^^  1^7.r''  """^T"" '"  "'^'^'^  ^« 
elders  who  bought  the  Jew!  o^Tb^^Sd  iTto'a  a  ^107","^'^'  "'^ '^r "^^ 
protected  relatives  and  affixed  their  sigfaturet  rp^^^  ^^^^^^^^^^^  «^^^ 


')  G  r  u  n  w  a  1  d  op.  cit.  pg.  154  No.  32. 


^)  G  r  u  n  w  a  1  d  op.  cit.  pg.  1 1 7  Note  1 .  Catalogue  Steinschneider  pg.  2877. 
^)Op.  cit.  pg.  160. 

'*)  G  r  u  n  w  a  1  d  op.  cit.  pg.  183. 
')  G  r  u  n  w  a  1  d  op.  cit.  pg.  209. 
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On  the  site  acquired  at  that  time  stood  the  first  synagogue  in  Hamburg. 

Thanks  to  GlueckePs  memoirs  we  are  well  informed  about  Elia  Ballin's  family 
relationships.  This  provides  the  following  background.  The  first  Jewish  residents  in  Hamburg 
formed  a  large  circle  of  relatives.  The  first  Jew  who  obtained  for  himself  and  his  family  the 
residence  permit  in  Altona  around  1620  was  a  Nathan  Spanier  from  Stadthagen.  He  had  two 
daughters  -  Freudchen  and  Esther.  He  gave  Freudchen  in  marriage  to  Joseph  Hameln,  the 
father-in-law  of  the  memoirs  writer  Glueckel.  He  took  his  second  son-on-law,  husband  of  his 
daughter  Esther,  called  Juda  L6b  Hildesheim  ben  Mose,  into  his  house  in  Altona  as  belonging 
to  the  family.  A  daughter  S  0  s  s  e  of  this  Lob  Hildesheim  was  the  wife  of  our  Elia  Ballin.  We 
let  Glueckel  herself  speak  of  the  circumstances  of  these  first  settlers  of  Hamburg  which 
"represent  the  good  old  days"  to  her,  to  provide  at  the  same  time  a  sample  of  her  style^).  With 
nostalgia  she  remembers  those  simple  times  when  300  to  400  imperial  talers,  the  amount  that 
Siisse  received,  already  represented  a  large  dowry.  She  writes^): 

• 

"At  that  time  not  ten  families  lived  there  (in  Altona)  and  had  just  started  to  become 
residents  there.  At  that  same  time  Altona  was  an  earldom  belonging  to  the  ruler  of 
Schaumburg^).  And  Nathan  Spanier  -  may  he  rest  in  peace  -  was  the  first  to  succeed  in 
having  Jews  live  in  Altona.  And  at  that  same  time  Altona  and  the  whole  earldom  of 
Pinneberg  didn't  yet  belong  to  the  Kingdom  of  Denmark.  But  later  this  same  count 
died  without  issue;  therefore,  it  was  obtamed  by  the  Kingdom  of  Denmark.  Thus  they 
always  established  themselves  there  one  by  one. 

Nathan  Spanier  also  set  down  his  son-in-law  Rabbi  Lob  in  Altona.  Rabbi  Lob  had 
been  an  inhabitant  of  Hildesheim;  it  is  true  that  he  was  not  a  rich  man,  but  always  an 
honest  man,  who  honestly  gave  to  his  children 


1910. 


')  We  quote  Glueckel  on  the  basis  of  the  transcription  by  B.  P  a  p  p  e  n  h  e  i  m,  Vienna 


^)  K  a  u  f  m  a  n  n  op.  cit.  pp.  29,  30.  P  a  p  p  e  n  h  e  i  m  op.  cit.  pp.  27,  28. 
^)  Count  Otto  VII  of  Schaumburg-Gehren,  died  1 640. 


I 


*'  ••^  ""Iter  of  Kiel.  But  she  didn?»£        ?     """'  "■'"liMdise  to  the  faTm 
ta  days, people ^  satisfiS  st  tSSjTu  "'«'■»<««  «<1. her.  B^iS,," 

or*^e  Who  „.,  ,„. ,,,,  orni^i^r„otxx?:::".ir '-  -^  -^^ 
»nsj:w":rw*ttL%"Srirt£;r''"^™'-^  ■»'--<«;»  h«. 

i»>y  be  rest  in  peace  -  was  an  ern^™  i       i  """""  '^'">'  Eli-(a»  or  eserlft^.r 
Mose  Goteieher  was  r^x^^t™';; '""' "»  «"».««>  impe  JX  i^hh  " 

;=^.ra^rs=SEr---=^^ 

honestly  and  the  same  his  other  cWlSS,  '"^^""^  h™self  nicely  and      ^' 

B  a  I J  i  n  actually  bec^e  fL  T^V^^^^^h  '*  ^n^y  took  place  aflLTh    J^J'^  P'°^^"  ''y 
Glueckel  On^  *^  "^^^  ^^  Nathan  Hame/n  fh^  i^         '"^ ''^*- M  i  r j  a  m 
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/  According  to  C     r  *    u 
')  K  a  u  f  m  a  n  n,  op.  at.  pg.  XLI. 
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financier  among  Germany's  Jews,  the  Fugger')  of  his  age.  It  was  a  pure  accident  that  this 
umon  did  not  come  off.  But  Miijam  Ballin,  who  brought  to  her  husLd  400ot»pSd  Leo 
tale^  (Tr.  N:  baj  money)  and  the  corresponding  dowry,  also  was  a  catch  no^  tX"coffT 
at.  The  passage  fi-om  Glueckel^)  that  deals  with  these  betrothal  negotiations  shill  hi  nT^ 
literally  since  it  is  also  interesting  in  cultural  history.  "^g^^^t'ons  shall  be  quoted 

"Now  many  marriage  engagements  were  recommended  for  our  son  Nathan,  the 
Levite.  y^ong  them  was  also  the  orphan  of  the  rich  man,  the  community  Sd 
member  Rabb.  Elia  Ballin.  Further  we  were  also  advised  and  almT^^ed  ^1  the 
mamage  with  the  daughter  of  the  rich  gentleman  Rabbi  SamueKCrfr^er  But 
this  was  held  back  by  God  so  that  it  didn't  take  place.  Because  we^Lf  STpay  il 
our  dowries  to  my  pious  brother-in-law  Rabbi  Isaak  the  Levite  in  FiSTonT 
Mam.  Now  we  had  at  all  times  deposited  some  thousands  with  thisZeTroLnn 
law  in  precious  stones.  And  the  rich  man.  Rabbi  Samuel,  was  to  senJSs  d<^Z 

fllSJ^H  r-  "'^''  "  ''"' ""'  '*''■  ^"^'  ''  ^^*  '^'' '» -^  winter  ^Zt^Zs  a 
flood.  And  the  money  was  on  its  way  fourteen  days  longer  than  the  fixe^nS  T 

tmie  Meanwhile  our  suitors  pressed  a  great  deal  and  diSn't  want  to  desTst^^  thi 

marriage  with  the  above  mentioned  oq^han.  Now  my  husbanrii^^emof'o?^^^ 

of  FraiJcfiirt  that  he  has  received  the  money  as  agreed  upon.  Siiely  die  JSt  m^T^ 
Rabb.  Samuel  Oppenheim  has  had  odier  thoughts.  Andlf  we  also  lergo^l^^^on 
p.th  the  just  men  loned  orphan,  we  would  fall  between  two  stools  into  a  mes^^ 
rherefore  we  decided  to  do  for  the  best  the  engagement  with  the  jus"  menUoned 
orphan.  Her  mother  committed  herself  to  four  thousand  imperial  b^co  ^  L 
addition  to  all  furnishings;  and  we  gave  our  son  Nathan 


')Dietz,  op.  cit.  pg.  214. 


')Kaufmann,op.cit.pp.l58ff;Pappenheim,op.cit.pp.l48,I49. 
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the  Levite  2400  imperial  banco  taler..  Thus  the  engagement  turned  out  well. 

rich  m^  Rabbi  Samuel  ilrhL^^^wfrn  „d^^^^^^^^^  ^^f  ^ 

he  would  find  a  rich  catch  to  his  pleasure.  ^^'  ^^"^'  ^^ 

Serti^ra^-e!^t:^:^^^^^ 

bride's  father.  RabbS!  may  heTeS  rpea"/  'h^t"*'  ""^'^^  ""'^"-  ^^ 
man  who  had  been  friends  with  maiy  aTew  ^d  no^J^V  '"^  ''^'"^  "'^  "^^^^^ 
death,  he  was  a  board  member  in  oJ^ZlZiZdZ:^!"''''/^'  ""*"  "^^ 
was  a  nice  dowry  also  And  if  finH    h.  kT^      ^^    ^  ^^lousand  banco  money 

so  that  they  wZdtve^^  'up'^  *e  n^h'm^L'bf  s'^^T'  '"^'  °"  ^^  ^«"P'^ 
the  longer,  the  more  he  moved  Ep,  aSJ  wou^rve^':  tX    ""  "'  '^^  '^  '^^  ^' 

that  h^Jo^dXhrw^fpr^s^^^^^  -^  ^^  ^-  --  ''ome  so 

meal.  And  the 'beginning  S^S'od  ^tl^oftv  f'^:"'  1  ^  ""^'^'-^  ^'^^-^ 
groom,  returned  to  StettJa"  J"^"  ^°""^^"  ''^^^  '«»«'  "*>  son,  the 

was  -^a;\tS^:tr  0^:^^^^^^^^^  f?^'.-^--  was  held.'")  ^s 

happy  marriages.  ^^  *"  "  '''^  ^""''^  g'^^  two  other  children  into 


M 
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banco  talers."  i"  this  same  year  I  parted  w,th  more  than  ten  thousand  imperiaJ 

Grunwald')  mentions  still  another  dausht^r  nf  pi;,  n  n- 
have  been  married  to  Abraham  Metz  TOsTs  lafibLh     ^      T"^  ^"'^'  ^'^^  '«  ^'^  to 
The  story  of  this  murder  and  its  dis  ov«?  wlSca^^^  ^"^  ^'^^  -^^  '""^''^^^  '«  '^83. 
come  down  to  us  both  through  GlueS'ril        ^  f"^  *"^^'*  ^^'  ^  Hamburg,  has 
contemporaries.  But  here  Ss  a  ^x  J^  ^nZT  "".'  """l  '"'""^  *^  "«*«^  ^^  ««^er 
Elia  Baliin  but  .ther  of  Eha  c2Z  bXl^^of  0!'^,.''^*^^  ""  "°* «  ^"^*-  of 

After  a  tireless  active  life  Flia  Ran;«  ^:^   •    .i. 

cemetery  of  Hamburg- Altona't^l^^e^^^^^^^^^^     ^^1?,^  'l'""^'  '"  *« 

her  last  resting  place  next  to  him.")  ""'^  ^""^^s  him  in  death  finding 

Whether  Elia  Ballin  had  sons  and  his  lineace  wp«  fh.,  f 
cannot  be  verified  with  certainty  through  d^u^eS.r  P^P^gated  in  a  male  line 

be  found  in  Hamburg  itself  untH  the  ye^  1  ^H  wh  eh  Cn'"''  "^  "'^  "^^  ^^""  '^  »o*  ^o 
and  collection  of  names  ends.  It  is  stHl  mentioned  s^te^I^?      ''u  '^^'^"^  ''^^'''^^  ^P'^aphs 
year  1726  published  by  Grunwald.  We  mirrifassIT^tfh  "l^"  ""^'""^  ^  "^^  ^^  ^« 
considered  were  Elia's  sons.  Accordingly  a  To  sTfT        *^^^J^  «f  ^he  name  to  be 
as  a  "marchand"  in  Wandsbeck  He  is  iisVn  .  ♦  ^  '^  ^  ^  ^  '  "  Tallin')  lived  around  this  time 

J  a  c  o  b  B  a  1 1  i  n*)    is  described  L-adv^nltCdTt  °'  'f''  '""'^^-  "^^  -^«-  of  a 
Ballin^)  fi-om  Wandsbeck  ^"^  '"^ ''  *^  ^^^^  ^^  a  peddler  Nathan 
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')  op.  cit.  pg.  17. 

)Grun  wald,  op.  cit  dq  ^^'^Kir^^a^n  i 
the  Eha  who  in  turn  was  th^  son  o^ldbbi  ^  coi^S^^^^^  "'^  *'^'  '''  ''  '''  '^^^'^^  ^^ 

)Grun  wald,  op.  cit  ng  266  Mn  9i^^   m-    , 

^'    '^^"•^'^^•^''^•^"MoseJosefColdnumberS.  1108). 

L6w  (old  nuL"be"rI^',09!  thetfofe ZuoS.^t"'  "''  "'^'''  ^'""  ' '''  "^^  •'^''"^- 
')  G  r  u  n  w  a  1  d,  op.  cit.  pg.  200  No.499. 
*)op.  cit.  pg.  201  No.593. 
')  op.  cit.  pg.  201  No.  603. 
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In  accordance  with  this,  the  family  Ballin  emigrated  from  Hamburg  at  the  end  of  the 
seventeenth  century  and,  in  fact,  we  may  reasonably  assume,  to  the  neightoring  D^^aJk 

^T^TVV  T"T  '''"''  '^**^'  '^*^  '^'^''''  of  Hamburg  from  the  year  fy^TlSd  a 
i       i.  ..  ?/T  """""^  ""  J"*'^'*  ^^ '"  ^«*er,  from  the  year  1 788,  a  S  a  I  o  m  o  n  BalHn 
from  Middeldorf  FQhnen),  who  mamed  a  Rosa  Warburg.  From  Demnai^k  where  s^lltodav 
the  name  appear,  just  as  in  the  neighboring  country  Sweden,  some  branch;slmve  SuZl  ^ 

rf b :  r  t  L^?'.;".?'  ^^^t/^^  "'"^^^^"^^  -"^^^  -  -  -"-^ «»-  also  t  fi^:?  • 

t      V    ?f 'x?'  *?'  ^"^'''-f^""^  head  of  the  Hamburg-Amerika  Line.  At  anvTte  ^ 
branches  of  the  Northern  lineage,  as,  for  example,  also  those  liNing  in  01denbur7wlld  L 
^aced  back  to  the  Hamburg  ancestors  of  Ae  17*  century.  Accord4Vgeo^;£Xttion 
Oldenburg  pomts  closely  to  East  Frisia  where  the  name  B  a  1 1  i  n  is  fomid  mTaftZtZ' 
Jewish  population  around  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century  "  "*"" 


')  Naturally  a  number  of  publications  has  already  appeared  about  him, 
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00 
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00 
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^^^f^'l^lr2^2l^^^^  f^-  in  the  o,d  Gue,ph,c 

neglected  to  add  the  tribal  desiaiSn  tn  tw^  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^*  *« '»«  members  never 
specifically  either  in  the  fo^  i'=  TZ:^^:^"^^''''  '— ^  -"^Uphs 
lord,  representative  of  the  group  of  levitet  ^ '   k  '  '"'''*''"*"  expression  s"g-n  leviiah  ' 

acc^dance  w.th  the  ^^^ir^^ss^lymlZ^  ^l^ZTu!:?  "^^^  °^*^  ""^^  -t 
•'^^^-  ^^^'*''  ^^^'  ^-^^arus)  and  also  Simon  and 

as  the  pr?gX'  o7th"  lin^eiV^"e;^5:n"rbv  7'' '""' '"  ''°*^"^-g  -  *«  F"lda  appea,. 
bom  in  1688  in  Worms,  the  so'n  SM^ri^n'^Z"''"^^''^  ^'"^^^  ^--•^.  he'T 
Frankfurt  (pg.  29  No.  30).  His  brothe^were  kLZ!  .S^""  TJI*"'  ^^^  '^'"^  "^  Stem  J^ 
who  moved  back  to  Womis.  ^  ^^^''"^  ^'^"»  '6«5)  and  Jehuda  Lob  (bom  HW) 

Rotenb^g^fl^^^^^^^^  from  the  possessions  of  th,. 

Order  of  our  Settings  for  Sabbath"  (^eTth^'ni  SVf^  '"*'''^-  "^^  ''«'«  book  is  an 
scnbe  of  Amsterdam.  It  bears  the  da  e^i  wkhT^^^^^  f"*^  °n  Parchment  by  a  Wd 
decocted  witi,  colorful  miniatures,  a^ong  wW  h  i^?^7'°"«'"  Amsterdam,  and  is 
costumes  of  the  period.  ^  ^^""^  ^  ^°"n<l  some  religious  scenes  in  the 

Three  of  the  sons  of  the  Elie7<»r  Ro  1 1  •      ^r. 
nan^ed  K  a  1  m  a  n,  the  second  D  aT  d  ild  the^?  H  T^  ^"^  ^^  ^^'^--^^ "  the  oldest  was 
hese  Ballins  have  lived  in  Rotenburg  Lti?^et  .t      '  ^^  ^  P ''    ^  i  m  o  n.  DescendLsT 
a  bu,ldmg  there  is  popularly  called  «Cs  1  of  Bdlln"    "'  ""''  '"■"^'^^"'''  -"^'^^  StHuX 

regions  tre  ^^iitSrAs^:^^^^^^^^^^^^  '«  '^^  neighboring  North  Gennan 

P-ularly  those  that  were  -^--4^^;^--;^^^ 
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mostly  of  villages,  new  sales  possibilities  presented  themselves  to  the  Jews,  chiefly  in  the 
peddler  s  .rade.  In  addition,  the  patrimonial  rulers  we.^  favorably  disposed  towards  to 
expectmg  from  them  many  a  benefit.  Just  as  the  sovereigns  over  large  territories  likedruse  a 
Jewish  court  factor  and  provided  him  with  tiieir  protection,  the  patr^onial  r^eL  S  to 
™te  this  example  for  their  small  lands.  A  Jew  who  settled  in  the  district  of  such  aS  of  a 
patnmomal  court  had  a  sure  prospect  that  a  protection  letter  would  be  granted  him  aS  to 
the  support  of  the  lord  of  the  manor.  But  with  it,  he  was  put  in  the  posiZXl^^o 
establish  his  own  family.  Principally,  the  regions  of  South  Hanover^rdering  on  Hesse  wL 
SoS tl"  ""  "'"  of-idency.  We  are  informed  accurately  about  this  Je"  sh  e„^^^^^^ 
South  Hanover;  since,  in  the  year  1702,  the  govermnent  of  the  principality  CalenberB 
'"kI  .t"^  P"""'!!^""  ^'^  Grubenhagen  demanded  from  all  cities  and  authoritSS  data 
about  the  Jewish  inhabitants  and  the  protection  granted  them.  At  that  time"o  JeSS  fl^es 
at  all  lived  yet  m  the  city  of  Northeim  and  under  the  surrounding  audiorities  of  WesterSrd 
Brunstein,  one  only  under  the  authority  of  Moringen.  Very  soon  these  pa^LlL  d^Ss  l^r^ 
heavily  populated.  To  the  places  with  Jewish  population  also  belonged  the  vilkge  Tl  m  b  7 
h  a  us  en,  which  is  located  near  Northeim  and  was  subject  to  Brunstein    ThlZZolZ       ' 
jurisdiction  there  was  held  by  the  barons  von  Stralenheim.  patnmomal 

In  this  village  of  Imbshausen  we  find  again,  as  local  resident  around  the  middle  of  th. 
eighteentii  century,  J  o  s  e  p  h    S  i  m  o  n    B  a  1 1  i  n  from  Rotenburg  on™  e  Ful^  WitJ  hU 
wife   H  a  n  d  e  1,  who  is  said  to  have  been  a  very  beautiful  ladv  w,A  «  „;fl7  1. 

up  home.d  received  for  quarters  a  house  of  i^c^t'^^:Z:^t^Zl'BZt " 
lived  m  this  house  up  to  the  first  third  of  the  nineteenth  century  on  terms  ZLtoT 
permanent  lease  requiring  payment  of  annual  rent  and  impro7ment^TherrThrR  ir 
were  at  the  time  the  first  and  only  Jewish  family  in  the  vT^r^S'^elb  istd  ::^r 

l^T.  ^f  " '^l '"''  *^  ''"^ of  bnbshausen  has  alwIysZi  veT, "m^' td  n'er 
consisted  of  more  than  two,  at  most  three  familip^  tk^  ^m  t     •  u 

large  flat  tombstone  slabs.  The  ^  *  ^°™  ^  ^^^  ^^  '^''^'^  ^y 
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location  of  the  cemetery  was  an  old  marl  hollow  and  probably  was  donated  to  the  Jewish 
community. 

Also  descended  from  the  circle  of  relatives  of  the  Ballins  of  Imbshausen  seems  to  be 
the  Deborah   von   I  m  b  s  h  a  u  s  e  n,  whom  the  aging  ducal  Brunswickian  chamber 
agent  Alexander   David   took  as  his  second  wife  and  whose  old  age  was  embittered 
because  of  her  youthful  thoughtlessness  and  desire  of  extravagance.') 

Of  the  sons  of  Joseph  Simon  Ballin  one,  who  in  accordance  with  family  tradition  again 
IS  named    E  I  i  e  s  e  r,  continues  living  in  Imbshausen.  He  married  the  daughter  of  his  uncle 
David  Ballin  from  Rotenburg  on  the  Fulda  called  Guetel  (or  Gitel  =  Gudel,  Gudula).  By  this 
marriage  of  close  relatives  the  yet  still  strong  connection  with  the  Hessian  lineage  is 
evidenced.  From  this  Elieser's  household  still  exists  an  old  beautifiil  prayer  book  that  he  gave 
his  wife  as  a  wedding  present.  It  is  a  Tefilah  of  Amsterdam  from  the  year  1724  from  the 
publications  of  the  Kozen  Rabbi  Herz  Levi  Rofe,  son  of  Rabbi  Suesskind  Levi  at  Emden  The 
silver  ornamented  cover  on  one  side  shows  the  Uvite  pitcher,  the  ancestral  family  insignia, 
with  the  circumscription:  "GOtel,  daughter  of  David."  The  other  side  bears  the  engraved 
mscnption:  "Leser  (abbreviation  for  Elieser),  son  of  Josef  Simon  segal  (segal  as  a  word 
substitute  for  halevi,  the  Levite).  Various  Passover  (Pesach)  implements  belonging  to  family 
possessions  also  come  from  the  estate  of  this  generation  such  as  a  large  silver  cup  (dated 
1701),  12  small  silver  cups,  some  small  spice  containers  and  a  spice  box  This  Ballin 
generation  must  have  been  quite  affluent  since  Elieser^)  is  repeatedly  designated  as  "Kozen.' 

Elieser  Ballin  died  in  1 829  in  Imbshausen,  and  his  wife  Guetel  in  1 837  The 
inscription  by  his  son  H  e  i  n  e  m  a  n  n    in  an  old  prayer  book  reads:  Yahrzeit  for  my  father, 
died  the  1 4   of  Marcheshwan,  buried  the  1 5*  of  Marcheshwan  589.  They  left  behind  the 
considerable  number  often  children,  specifically  eight  sons  and  two  daughters.  Of  the  sons 
tour  died  not  having  married  and  not  continuing  the  family,  namely:    Michel     Simon 
David     and    MayerTheodor.  ' 

David    Ballin  was  a  not  uninteresting  personality.  He 


?» 


')  G.  R  Q  1  f,  Alexander  David.  Brunswick.  Magazin  1907,  pg.  32. 

^)  Among  the  documents  on  Jewry  for  the  Westphalian-French  period  in  the  State 

,Chtrt''^M'"r''    ?  '  u  "'^  '^""^^  ^°''  "^^  ^"'"^  '''^*"^*-  Elieser  is  recorded  therein  as 
inhabitant  of  hnshau.sen  for  the  years  1810  and  1813.  He  is  called  there:  Lazarus  Levi  Ballin 
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participated  in  fact  in  the  wars  of  liberation  and  especially  in  the  battle  of  Leipzig,  actually  on 
the  French  side.  In  a  composition  he  has  written  down  his  campaign  experiences  and  describes 
in  it  the  going  over  of  the  Hanover  troops  to  the  Allies.  After  all,  with  the  incorporation  of 
Hanover  into  the  kingdom  of  Westphalia  all  civic  restrictions  of  the  Jews  had  been  abolished 
so  that  they  were  also  subject  to  conscription.  David,  who  then  had  hardly  outgrown  his  youth, 
was  called  up  to  the  Napoleonic  colors  to  fight  against  the  Allies.  After  the  end  of  the 
campaign,  he  returned  to  his  home  town  Imbshausen.  But  he  liked  the  life  of  a  soldier  so  much 
that  he  continued  soldiering  and  let  himself  be  enrolled  by  the  hussar  regiment  of  Cumberland. 
In  the  vernacular  of  his  native  country  there  still  survive  many  wild  ("tolle")  pranks  that 
earned  him  the  nickname  of  the  "wild  ('dulle')  David."  He  seems  to  have  been  a  kind  of 
Jewish  Mttnchhausen,  who  used  his  campaign  experiences  for  wild  bragging. 

By  the  way,  an  illegitimate  branch  of  the  family  is  descended  from  him  that  also  called 
Itself  Ballin  after  him.  In  those  days,  the  giving  of  legitimate  names  was  not  yet  taken  so 
seriously. 

Although  with  the  removal  of  the  foreign  rule  the  old  restrictions  on  Jews  in  the 
kingdom  of  Hanover  were  fiilly  revived,  still  a  freer  view  came  about  the  choice  of  Jewish 
occupations.  A  son  of  Elieser  with  the  name  Mayer   devotes  himself  to  the  study  of 
medical  science  and  studies  at  the  State  University  of  Gfittingen.  But  with  it  comes  an 
estrangement  from  the  strict  views  of  his  family.  After  his  engagement  to  a  Christian  giri  in 
order  to  be  able  to  enter  into  marriage,  he  lets  himself  be  baptized  adopting  the  name  Au^t 
Theodor.  But  his  bnde  dies  soon.  Since  as  a  consequence  of  the  rupture  with  his  family  he  has 
no  more  bonds  there,  he  emigrates  and  participates  in  Canada  as  an  army  doctor  in  the  ' 
struggles  for  settlement  of  the  English  against  the  Indians. 

This  family  tradition  is  confirmed  by  a  document  that  by  accident  has  survived  in  the 
Hanover  State  Archives.  It  is  a  petition  to  the  Hanover  state  government  to  grant  him  state 
employment.  He  states  that  he  let  himself  be  baptized  and  consequently  has  been  abandoned 
by  his  family  and  is  completely  without  means.  It  seems  that  this  employment  was  then 
granted  him  in  the  British-Canadian 
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services.  After  all  there  still  existed  then  the  personal  union  between  the  kingdom  of  Hanover 
and  the  empire  of  Great  Britain. 

Mayer  August  Theodor  Ballin  returned  later  to  Germany  and  died  in  1888  at  the  age  of 
77  years. 

Of  Elieser  Ballin's  married  sons  only  one  named  Levi  continued  living  in  the 
ancestral  seat  of  Imbshausen.  From  him  are  descended  the  Ballins  in  Northeim,  Osterode  a 
H.,  GSttingen  and  Magdeburg.  Up  to  recent  times  his  descendants  still  lived  in  hnbshausen 
where  the  last  bearer  of  the  family  name,  Theodor  Ballin,  who  had  an  interesting  eccentric  ' 
character,  died  in  the  year  1 908.  A  younger  son  of  Elieser  Ballin  named   Karl    moved  to 
Hanover  and  there  married  Bertha,  daughter  of  the  rich  banker   Gerson   Meyer   and  his 
wife   Betti   n6e   P  e  r  e  t  z.  The  Brunswickian  branch  of  the  family  is  descended  from  the 
third  married  son  named    Heinemann   (theGermanizationofthenameChayim). 

Heinemann   Ballin    was  bom  in  the  year  1796.  In  1829  he  moved  to  the 
Hanoverian  village  Echte  and  there  married    Dorothea   Frankenfeld,whowas 
called  Teicha  bat  Jacob  Herz  halevi  in  accordance  with  Jewish  name  creation    E  ch  t  e 
located  close  to  the  mentioned  place  hnbshausen,  was  a  bigger  village,  which  belonged  to  the 
patnmomal  court  district  of  the  barons  of  Oldershausen.  A  not  inconsiderable  Jewish 

^o^"™*^  '^^'*^^'^  ^^^'  "^^""^  ^^  ""^y  calculate  at  about  10  families  in  the  period  around 
1 830.  Since  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century  there  also  lived  there  under  the  sovereign's 
protection  the  Levite  family  Herz,  into  which  Heinemann  Ballin  married.  From  this  famHy 
there  still  exist  old  documents  that  conjure  up  to  the  mind's  eyes  of  the  members  of  a 
completely  changed  era  the  culhiral  circumstances  of  the  Jews  of  the  time,  and,  especiallv  of 
the  rural  Jews  of  the  Kingdom  of  Hanover.  The  documents  are  interesting  for  this  reason  even 
though  they  have  no  particular  scientific  value.  Although  they  are  hardly  120  years  old  to 
modem  Jews  they  seem  to  revive  a  piece  of  the  Middle  Ages. 

The  first  settler  of  the  mentioned  family  wasaNaphtali    Herz    halevi     His 

son    Jacob    married  a    Roeschen    Mittelsfeld,  daughter  of  Jacob  Mittelsfeld')  from 
Alten  -  Kunstadt  in  the  ' 


')  Mi.selfeld,  Mieselfeld? 
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Archbishopric  of  Bamberg.  The  documents  of  this  marriage,  which  took  place  in  the  year 
1798,  highlight  the  Jewish  laws  of  marriage  and  inheritance  under  which  the  Jews  still  lived 
then,  as  well  as  their  right  of  citizenship.  It  is  the  same  legal  situation  which  still  today  has 
been  preserved  in  Russia.  As  one  of  the  documents  dated  in  the  year  1797  shows,  the  marriage 
ceremony  was  preceded  by  a  formal  engagement  contract  in  which  the  mutual  obligations 
were  laid  down  exactly.  The  bride  promises  to  contribute  to  the  marriage  a  definite  sum  as 
dowry  and  nominates  guarantors  of  her  payment  promise.  Decisions  are  made  about  the 
wedding  costs.  The  bridegroom  assumes  the  obligation  to  obtain  the  marriage  consent  from 
the  Hanover  government  so  that  the  marriage  can  take  place  within  three  months  after  the 
engagement.  Further,  he  promises  to  provide  detailed  chalizah  pledges')  fi-om  his  brothers  free 
of  charge.  In  the  case  of  a  breaking  off  of  the  engagement  a  mutual  penalty  for  breach  of 
contract  is  agreed  upon,  the  amount  of  which  is  half  the  dowry.  The  contract  is  recorded 
legally  by  the  two  witnesses  Abraham  Isaak  Itzig  from  Krotoschin  and  Isaak  Wittenbach. 

The  economic    necessity  of  such  engagement  contracts  seems  to  have  developed 
from  the  requirement  of  the  state's  consent  to  the  marriage.  Before  the  government  granted  its 
permit,  it  first  examined  the  circumstances  of  the  assets  of  the  two  parties  and  requested  a 
report  on  the  financial  basis  of  the  marriage.  Therefore  the  engaged  couple  determined 
everything  by  contract  in  advance. 

The  wedding  then  took  place  in  the  year  1 798.  The  marriage  contract  shall  follow 
literally  since  it  is  also  of  interest  in  its  legal  aspects. 

"God  bless  the  agreements  which  have  been  concluded  among  the  bridal  couple 
dunng  the  wedding  Wednesday,  the  5*  of  Cheshvan  of  the  year  5558  since  the  creation 
of  the  worid,  as  we  count  here  in  Einbeck  in  Hanover. 

The  below  discussed  agreements  were  made  between  the  bridegroom  Jacob  of 
age,  son  of  the  late  Naphtali  called  Herz  halevi  from  Echte  on  the  one  hand,  and 'the 
bride  Rosche,  of  age,  daughter  of  Jacob  Mittelsfeld 


')  See  below  concerning  the  chalizah  pledge,  which  is  based  on  the  legal  institution  of  the 
levirate  (mamage  with  brother-in-law). 
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from  Bamberg  on  the  other  hand  in  the  presence  of  us  witnesses  signing  below. 

The  above  named  bridegroom  Jacob  halevi  has  married  the  viroin  R««rh.  „nA  u 
consent  by  chupa  and  kedushim  in  accordance  with  theTws  SZ  and trtl  H« 
has  brought  all  his  belongings  into  the  common  new  home,  hL  doAeTw'f 
befittmg  h.s  station  and  handed  over  wedding  ring  and  pre  ents  to  WsIwTS  also 
obtaaned  from  h.s  brother  Ichiel  called  Michel  halevi  the  chalizah  pTedr^Aou  Ae 
latter  havmg  taken  a  compensation  for  it  from  anybody.  ^ 

The  bride  Rosche  brought  with  her  her  dowry  and  also  a  fin^  hv„,cc»o.       a 
presents  to  her  bridegroom.  The  wedding  tookZronte  ab^     sttedZ"   '"' 
Embeck  at  the  expense  of  the  householder  Jacob. 

From  now  on  the  married  couple  must  preserve  mutual  love  and  faithfi.ln^cc  .  a 
manage  h,s  possessions  equally.  But  if  Jacob  halevi  wer^  caL^rtfe  InH  ^      v 
requests  resolution  from  the  :.bbinate,  he  shall  irnr^Z^TZ  ^t^,^"^'' 

the  settlement  oke  disputeTtlaTdTsputSv^E^^^^^^^^  ^- 

RSsche  but  no  kesubah  nor  tlSJ^t  If  Jaco^«?  ^      J^,  contnbuted  belongs  to 
year,  then  all  the  property  p^sl  to'^sc^ttclt^^^^^^^  •^"'^  ™^-' 

assets.  If  Jacob  dies  in  the  third  childless  n^^^Z         I       half  of  the  mcreased 
Rosche,  also  kesubah  and  teH^vet  '"""  *""  """'^"^  '^'^"g^  ^o 

dies  '^    '^^ '°  *''''  ^^"'  ^^^'  'l^'l"<^ti«n  of  the  costs.  If  the  wife 


in  the  second  childless  married  year,  then  all  the  contributed  property  belong,  to  th. 
husband;  because  he  is  now  the  right  and  real  h.ir  .fuu  „,1'^??!^_?^'''"^'  *^  *^ 
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Jewish  law. 


ght  and  real  heir  of  his  wife  in  accordance  with 


i  t' di^inl^r""  '"  '"  P"^^"'^^  "^*^  ^"  *^  ^--d  wording  and  stated  in  the 


chaliza  document. 


As  witnesses: 

A  b  r  a  h  a  m,  son  of  Isaak  Itzig  from  Krotoschin 
presently  teacher  in  Einbeck. 

S  u  6  m  a  n  n,  son  of  Isaak  from  Echte. 
Herewith  I  attest  the  signatures  of  the  witnesses: 

Samuel   Nestir." 

extendsl%r.^r;cthSrn;^^ 

had  i^mained  childless  and  in  the  meantime  MiSHer^hL  I''  T  *'"'  *'  '"^^S^ 
back  in  any  case  on  the  still  available  singt  brie  S^anl  ^      ^^  f '^'  °"^  ^ad  to  fall 
principles  of  the  levimte  marriage  the  SerTf  fh.  ,^    k^  "  accordance  with  the 
many  his  widow  But  the  bn,tSin^^  1  ,e^^^^  '^"/''^^  '«  obligated  to 

prescribed  form.  Until  such  ren  Jidatbn  ttSI  ^^'^^^  of  marriage  m  an  exactly 

obstacle  to  marriage  stands  ir^ri^^elZ  7  ""'^  "^'•'"'^  ^^^''^^  '"^  «i"<^«  « 'egal 
ceremony  of  removing  the  shoe  J^scl^l^drthf^r^^^^  *'*  °^*^  ^"^'^  '-  ^- 
document  that  cont^n's  the  ch^Ct^gthJr^';^^^^^^^^^  ^'^'  ''  ^  '  ^-  ^^ 

us  wiineVser '"'^^ "'  '"  ^""'™""^"  ^''^  ^«"«-"^  ^-ument  has  been  signed  by 

counltrE^^eS^m^^H^^^^^^^^^  ^'^  T^  °^^^  ^^'^^  ^  ^ 

called    L  e  k  i  s  c  h  son  of  Napht"rcalS  Se^  .T""'' •^^"'"^  "s  E 1  i  o  k  u  m 
honest  and  credible  witnesses.  ^I^:.^^!:^^:^,^^  "^""^^^  *^^  ^^  ''^^  ^ 

1  commit  myself  with  the  cherem-chnmnr  rr^^i 
oath  that  our  sacred  torah  prescrib  sld  Xh  S  ^rT'"*""^  '"'  ""'  '"^^ 
general  judgment,  not  according  to  my  oCfetion  'Z^''''\^''<^'^^<^^  with 
my  sister-in-law  R6sche,  owner  of  this  3i.fr  '^'"'''  "°'^'^>'  ''"'^^  than 

strength  ^^''^^  document,  can  release  me.  On  the 
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59 
of  this  document  (which  you  must  sign  and  that  on  my  behalf  you  shall  transmit  tn  m. 
s^r-m-,aw  R6sche,  who  is  the  wife  of  my  brother  jLb  halevi,  so  S^atTi^e  he^i^ 
proof  and  claims  document)  I  promise  before  you  witnesses  the  following  ZTldZ^ 
2*  the  express  statement  that  I  issue  this  document  of  free  will  and  withorco^ion 
without  a  wavenng  mind;  rather  I  have  sworn  after  careful  consideratC  ^^th^^ 
havmg  to  regret  it  from  now  on  to  all  eternity.  onsiaeration,  without 

In  case  that  my  brother  Jacob  halevi  should  die  childless  -  God  forbid  -  and 
therefore  my  brother's  wife  would  need  chaliza  in  accordance  wirthe  rill  jl  r 
commit  myself  to  release  my  sister-in-law  within  three  monthsTmy  b^Sfr^;b 
halevi  s  death  by  chaliza  in  accordance  with  the  regulations,  without  Zrn/forh  a 
compensation  from  her  or  anybody  However  mv  .^Ut^r  in  iL   u     7  ^'"'"S  *°'^ "  ^ 

ofresidenceofthech^izaissL/My"-::^^^:^^^^^^^^^ 
halevi,  has  eveiy  right  to  pay  for  her  independent  maintenance  LmThe  l^rti^?L 
brother  Jacob  halevi  as  if  it  were  her  property  until  I  have  granted  he  LThS        ' 
Eliolcum  called  Lekisch  stated  that  he  will  frilfiH  all  the  pro^ses  enume^t  ISve. 

As  witnesses 

SuBmann   son  of  Isaak 
Jehuda    L6b    son    of  Salomon, 
teacher  at  Echte. 

As  proof  I  also  sign  myself 

Lekisch    son    of  Herz    segal. 

Samuel    Nesti  r." 


protection  for  his  ^  ^^  '  ^"^  ^^^^  ^^  obtain  the  royal 
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person.  From  his  letter  of  protection,  which  still  is  owned  by  the  family  we  aet  to  !.«,,«,  ^ 

ol  the  years    718  and  1723.  In  accordance  with  them  they  were  onJy  permitted  the  lendinc  of 
money  with  mterest  against  securities  and  the  commerce  in  this  pleL^Te reh^dii  tI! 
protecfon  was  granted  first  for  10  years.  The  Jew's  protection  In^t^'^o^H^'^' 
to  4  German  toners  annually  and  is  to  be  deposited  at  the  King's  Cha^l^r  ^cte  of^Z^ 
collector  m  office  m  Gottingen.  This  seems  to  have  been  the  normal  rate  f^  CmLT 
^owous  Jews  m  the  village.  The  preparation  of  the  protection  letter  cost  aiothTs  Ge^an 

f.  A   ■  ",M^™!  *1°"  *^  ^^''  °^^^  protection  privilege  Jacob  Her^  carried  out  a  bri.k 
trade  mal  lends  of  business  branches,  which  can  also  be  gathered  from  rflla'  he 
traveled  ahnost  every  year  to  the  fairs  in  Leipzig  and  in  Bmnswick. 

HiH       "^^  !"^*;t"«on  of  P«>tected  Jewry  ceased  to  exist  when  Jerome,  King  of  Westohalia. 
d.d  away  radically  with  die  old  restrictions  on  Jews.  Under  the  Westphalia^  gove^Snt 
which  required  of  Jews  the  addition  of  a  distinguishing  family  name  Jacob  H^Xin^ . 
lus  name  the  word  Tranlcenfeld."')  But  this  em^cipaLro  ^e^ws  dS'o^^S^^^^^^^ 

year  1723  then  continued  with  all  its  dispoSsirth^TeJ^gir  "^"  ^""  *^ 

p      V   l^f  •  *'r^"  *'*''''*'^''  y^^  °f  ™^^e  a  <laughter  was  bom  to  the  couole 
Frankenfeld  in  the  year  1808,  the  already  memioned  Dorothee,  whom  HeTnemZ^  Balhn  fron, 
Imbshausen  married  later,  hi  the  year  1 827.  her  father  Jacob  F  J^elld  S^  'Xr 
Rosche  was  appointed  guardian  for  the  orphan  who  was  .still  a  nWn^r  t?  ^ 

the  appoinnnent  of  the  guanlian  again  stnTrusTa^!!!  ofZ  M  H.^^^^^  °^ 

administration  of  the  oaZiat  coliits  die  mo^r  ''  ^'"-  ^^^'"^  "^ 


')  There  prevails  the  ineradicable  error  as  if  the  Jews  hpfom  i  sne  a- a     .  i 
family  names  at  all.  Rather  they  have  always  existedll^^T      .  w       u  ^^  "°'  '^^'^  ^^ 
1808  only  stipulates  that  the  JeCadtX*  u Tc  h^  n  /e'lT^''''"^"^  ^'^''^  ^^" 
probably  a  reminiscence  of  the  family's  origTn  in  Fi^col'  """"'  ^^^^-^^'d"  ^ 
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the  Christianpriest  T^  pr^^f  T^eT.,^^^^  ceremony  took  place  in  the  synagogue  while 
parchment  Torah  onrrTeft  S^  "ut  J^rZtTZ  ""^""f  *'  ""*''"  ^«^"  ^^  ^«"^d  "P 
East  and  swore  the  mlltZC^I^tXT       '"'"  ^°'^'  '"^  ^^""'^  *' 

forgi:r  r  sro^thr^rfar^^^^^      r-r 

you,  AdonS^Elohiryr^y  etem^/^^  "t.    ''''"'  '°'"'  P^^^^^"  ^^  ^  ^«"  «" 
God  of  my  fathers  aS^'i^'"^^  ^^^^b  ^"Z  '"r  '  '^'^^  '^^^^  ^'  ^^^  -<» 
profess  your  holy  Torah,  thai  y^yT^Tf^Tssl^l^^Z'"  '""^r  """^  ^' 
glorious  and  great  name  Adonai.  "^  ""^  ""^^  ^^  y"*" 

n  ,    .       .     ,^^  *"s  may  the  true  God  Adonai  help  me' 

g-ce^I  shal,  be  "orur  and  ct^^.'^ZnTs^TZZ  A, ftSSr ^'^  ^'^°" 
punishments  and  curses  that  you  have  imoosed  on^h.  t         u  ^f  ^^"'"8 
against  you,  shall  strike  me.  Ld  m^soXd  b^dv^L.r.?'"  "^'^  ^'"^  ^^^'^'j' 
promises  that  you  have  given  your  iTole  And^J      J  T  ^^\^  '  ^^ '"  ""  ^""^ 
nor  in  the  "olem  habo"  L  the  Z^wL^  J 1,^  "^f  "°*  "''^^ '"  *«  Messiah 

my  matters  and  needs,  ^d  you^rnrhl  tf  havT  '"'  '"''' ''°'"  ^°"  ^^  «°^  « 
anguish!  Amen!"  ^  *°  ^^""^  ""^'""y  ""  ^e  in  my  last  mortal 

For  these  terrible  "special  ceremonies  of  the  Jewish  oath"  th. 
had  to  pay  1  German  taler  16  groschen  for  court  fees  P^"'  '''^"^'^  ^°™^ 

In  the  year  1828  Dorothea  Frankenfeld  eof  en„«„^^  .    u  ■ 
to  move  from  Imbshausen  to  Echte.  Dorodle^  ^  ^         Hememann  Ballin,  who  decided 
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who  had  assets  of  10000  German  talers,  was  the  wealthiest  catch  in  all  the  wider  area  and  was 
eagerly  courted  from  near  and  far.  But  she  chose  Heinemann  Ballin  because  of  his  endearing 
personality.  The  bnde  and  groom  bought  a  house  in  Echte  at  a  price  of  1200  German  talers 
and  obtained  for  it  the  legally  required  permit  from  the  royal  government.  It  was  granted  with 
the  stipulation 

"that  without  our  express  approval  the  house  shall  not  disposed  of  to  another  Israelite 
and  diat  same  shall  be  disposed  of  again  to  a  Christian  no  later  than  six  months  after 
the  purchaser's  demise.  We  also  will  not  be  averse  soon  to  grant  Heinemann  Ballin  of 
Imbshausen  the  sovereign  protection  for  Echte." 

in  1  «d«i^^'  the  marriage  this  privilege  was  then  granted  also  and  renewed  yearly,  until  finally 
T    \IA  u^  '"f  *"*'°"  f  ;^^^  protection  sank  into  oblivion  also  in  the  Kingdom  of  Hanover 
hi  1844  he  still  obtained  the  license  for  trade  in  textiles  and  manufactured  goods  for  which  I2' 
German  talers  had  to  be  paid  as  fees. ')  6         iur  wmcn  1  z 

The  marriage  of  Heinemann  Ballin  to  Dorothea  Franlcenfeld  produced  nine  children  - 
hvo  sons  and  seven  daughters.  On  November  2"',  1 834  was  bom  the  first  son  called  Louis 
As  bearer  of  his  late  grandfather's  name  he  was  named  Elieser  in  Hebrew,  so  that  here  too  the 
traditional  first  name  of  the  family  turns  up  again.  In  joy  at  the  birth  of  their  firstborn  the 
parents  donated  a  curtain  for  the  synagogue  in  Echte  that  in  Hebrew  script  and  language  bears 
the  mscnption  suirounding  the  Levite  pitcher,  the  family  sign  of  both  sides- 


')  Such  a  license  even  at  that  time  was  still  a  valuable  excention  In  o^n^rd  »  ^     : 
gr^ed  o^y  "For  «^e  ,„  ordinal  n,e.ha„di»  of  »,«„ or  ofZrbtad^rwl'.^eZ  "" 
wool,  as  It  IS  usually  bought  by  the  peasant." 
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Part  of  this  donation  was  also  a  Torah  scroll  the  silvprri^.r.*,.,    ^    u    u  •_ 

Chaji.  and  Teichah.  Of  the  win,pet  ^l^MXTZn:^tSZ  t:^" 

"r^Z tlh^H^  "'^^r  '"'^"^''"^  ^^^  *^  '^'y  histoJ.rin^riXrding 
reads.  This  is  the  diaper  of  the  newborn  Chayim,  son  of  the  Kozen  Elieser  caJledT^i  ?      f 

Simon  Joseph  segal  from  Imbshausen."  Much  older  and  more  Siforre^.^         '        ""^ 
embroidered  silken  diaper  coming  from  the  family  F^riSd    IH  ^  III       T  "  ^ 
and  cames  the  name  Simon  ben  Naphtali  haSairAfter  tt  H      1  Tu"^^  ^^  '^''^ 

community  of  Echte  these  pieces  we'nt  back  in^the  pro^.^  of  ^^^  ''^\ 

once  thriving  community  of  Echte  had  shrunk  ever  moTS^rl  Jet  SomI°  ^^^^^^^^^^  "^^ 
had  moved  to  larger  towns,  others  had  found  a  new  home  in  iie  ljS%fr     rl^   f"'''^' 
America.  Thus  Echte's  "pious  brotherhood,"  whoTe  rlsu  er  He  iemln  Ba^^^ 
board  member  of  the  community  since  184n  »,..  hjoo  f  "^f'^"®'"e™ann  Ballm  had  been  as 

I,™  fo,  safekeeping.  TZgTlTto'b!;!: Zt^"''  "'  ""^™  "» «-" '» 

In  1 867  the  now  elderly  family  Ballin  also  left  the  village  nfVnhf.  o«^  ^       , 


r 


1  ~ ^iJV2 '"  '^•M-t^^'i—-- e^ 
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Most  probably  Jews  resided  already  very  early  in  Gandersheim,  which,  as  a  worldly 
diocese,  was  self-governing  under  the  emperor  until  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  centu^ 
However  the  information  existing  so  far  only  goes  back  to  a  rather  late  period,  namely  fromthe 
end  of  the  fourteenth  century  But  around  this  time  they  already  live  here  in  such  considerable 
numbers  that  it  can  only  be  the  end  of  a  longer  development.  It  is  revealing  that  the  documen- 
tation comes  ftom  H.ldesheim,  which  represented  a  commercial  center  for  Gandersheim  Over 
a  span  of  fifty  years  eight  Jews  leave  the  city  in  order  to  settle  in  Hildesheim.  One  of  these 

^n  nrrr  z^"'"'"'  *'  """^''^  '^"  *^pp^  ^^"  ^™  ^«  ^p^^^^p^  ^ity.  shomy 

before  1 400  the  first  one  appears  there.  Four  others  follow  at  short  intervals  A  Jewish 
community  that  in  a  few  years  could  relinquish  five  families  must  have  been  very  important 
according  to  analogous  statistics.  We  can  compile  a  list  of  these  Jews  from  the  Munidpal 
Accounts  of  Hildesheim  Vols.  V  and  VI').  Listed  there  are 

1398  Gadzim  from  Gandersheim 

1401  Jacop  from  Gandersheim 

1402  -  1427  Motze  from  Gandersheim 
1 405  Isaac  from  Gandersheim 

1405  Luwitze  from  Gandersheim 

1433  Vives  from  Gandersheim 

1435  Jacop  from  Gandersheim 

1447  Sampson  from  Gandersheim. 
Concermng  the  formation  of  the  names  it  may  be  noted  that  Motze  can  be  expected  to  be  the 
same  as  Moses.  V.ves  is  the  popular  Jewish  name  Phoebus  that  was  made  more  appeal^  bv 
the  change  to  Fe.besh,  Feibush,  Beifiiss  and  Vifuss.  Gadzim  and  Luwitze  seerito  runuf i^^ 

"Zth^.   r^"  "'15""'  "^"^  '"""^  '""^^  ^  ^''P"'^'- ''--  f-  the  Jews  inWsZis 
that  sha^l  allow  everybody  to  attack  them  and  insult  them."  But  in  Gandersheim  it  seems  Zt 

T^:^"  7''-  ""V"''^'  ''^''^  ""*'  P^^'^^P^  ^^^  ^^  diocese  could  not  we^o 
witfiout  them  dunng  financial  difficulties.  The  self-governing  territory,  after  all  w^  no^ 

.^tCtol  Jew  f^  '"  "^  '--'^  '''  *"  ^^  '--  '''''  -  ^^^-  -"^  P-  «^t^e"-»> 


')  R  i  e  m  e  r,  The  Jews  in  the  Cities  of  Lower  Saxony.  Journal  of  the  Historical 
Assocafon  of  Lower  Saxony  ("Ztschr.  des  histor.  Vereins  f  Niedersachsen")  1908  pg  321 . 
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1 193  German  talers.  And  also  in  the  eighteenth  century  some  Jews  seem  to  have  lived  alwav. 
jnGandersheim.  Because  when  in  the  budget  of  the  years  1750/51  protection  moneW-p^s 
from  house  ^cupants  who  are  not  citizens")  is  mentioned,  this  can  only  pointToSsh 
.^ab.tants.  Further,  m  the  files  on  Jews  of  the  Hanover  State  Archives  a^haim  from 
Gandersheim  .s  referred  to  (Calenberg  15  among  the  private  files  "Behrens")  iTdSrhere  with 
a  letterofmtercess.onofthe6'^  ofSeptember,  1701  by  the  Elector  GeorgLudwfg  in  w^^^^^ 

cited  Chajim  from  Gandersheim.  From  the  beguning  of  the  nineteenth  century  on  Xn  the 
eTh??  H  .r'^'  '  ""^r^'  '^*'"™""'^  "^  ^^«y«  ^^^^'^  there.  SincIZat  "im^clt 
Ta^  SI  atloXT  ]  o  '"'"h'  'r "  *^* ""  ^"""^^'^^  '^  *^  Ballins  of  tabs  Wn 

after  his  father's  early  death  in  1867.  Under   Ix>uis  Ballin  who  n  ,873  ma^^H  h     ^'^''" 
.he  families  Ballin  „d  ,I^ZT:^JZ^.  "^'"^"^  '"™""»^  «"  — ">'  ""i^s  of 


I 


mi^ 


Genealogical  Table  of  the  Author  (Father's  Side) 

(Compare  this  with  the  Ancestor  Tree  of  Worms.)  ' 


QQ  jc  .S 

N    S  ^ 
D  :s  -^ 

-^  &  E 


Josef  SimonBallin 

(Josef  Simon  halevi) 
*  Rotenburg  on  Fulda 
t  Imbshausen 


Hendel Braune 
n^e  Wolff 

t  Imbshausen 


00 


C^'  c^. 


U*    00 
1)    00 

N  vo 
^1 


DavidBallin 
(David  halevi) 


Eliezer   Ballin 

(Eliezer  halevi) 
*  Imbshausen 
t  Imbshausen  1829 

oo   Rotenburg  on  Fulda 


Gatel   Ballin 
*  Rotenburg  on  Fulda 
t  Imbshausen  1837 


Hei  nemann   Ballin 

(Chajim  halevi) 
*  Imbshausen  1796,  28'*'  Nov. 
tEldagsen  1882,  11'*'  Feb 


oo  Echte  1 829. 


3„ 


C^'  c^. 


1 


C^'  c^ 


» V- 


Naphtali  Herz 
halevi 

t  Echte 


00 


Israel  Jacob 

Mittelsfeld 
(Michelsfeld?) 


t  Altkunstadt 


00 


Jacob  Frankenfeld 
(Jacob  Herz  halevi) 


R6schen  Mittelsfeld 
(Michelsfeld?) 
'     ,  *  Altkunstadt 

t  Echte    1828  t  Echte  1840 

00   Eimbeck  1797 


Dorothea  (Teiche)  Frankenfeld 
*  Echte  1808,  Sept. 
t  Hanover  1894,  13'*' July 


Louis   B a  1 1  i n (Eliezer halevi) 
♦Echte  3^^  Nov.  1834 
00  Hanover  1873,  11*  Feb.  to  Anna  Ballin  (cf.  next  table) 


Genealogical  Table  of  the  Author  (Mother's  Side). 


•  •-<    -^    O 
1^  :=  — 


o    i> 

E 

o 


•Sol 


c^.  c^. 


JosefSimonBallinHendelBraunche    DavidBallin 


t 


(Josef  Simon  halevi) 


n^  Wolff 


(David  halevi) 


c^«  c^    c^ 


c^.  c^. 


Meyer 
hacohen 


Peretz 


Eiiezer   BaUin 
(Eliezer  halevi) 
*  Imbshausen 
flmbshausen  1829 


00 


Gutel   Ballin 

*  Rotenburg  on  Fulda 
t  Imbshausen  1837 


Carl   Ballin 

(Jekutiel  halevi) 
*  Imbshausen  1815,  7"**  Feb. 
t  Hanover  1889,  23'^  Dec. 


Gerson  Meyer 
(Gerson  hacohen) 


t  Hanover 


Berti  Peretz 
*  Hanover 
t  Hanover 


00   Hanover 


Bertha  Meyer 
*  Hanover  1826, 25***  May 
t  Hanover  1870, 25^  Dec. 


00  Hanover  1851,  25'"  Nov. 


Anna  Ballin 

♦Hanover  1853, 25*  Nov. 


68 

Sources  About  the  Lineage  Ballin  in  the 
Royal  State  Archives  at  Hanover. 

(The  material  is  quoted  according  to  the  "Survey  of  the  Jewish  Historical  Contents  of  the  Royal 
State  Archives  at  Hanover"  by  M.  Zuckermann,  whom  the  extracts  essentially  come  from.) 

Hanover  74.  Office  Goettingen  II IV  Government  Subjects  8 

Drawer  18. 


No.  5. 


No.  6. 


No.  8. 


Movement  of  Jews  (1678  -  1744):  Simon  Ballin  lives  under  a  protection  letter  in 
Bovenden  since  3/29/1701  in  Bovenden.  Also  files  of  Rotenberg  dated  2 1''  Feb  1726- 
Simon  Ballin  in  the  reign  of  Plesse-Bovenden. 

The  same  (1745-  1783). 
As  protected  Jews  in  the  Office  Bovenden  are  listed: 

1.  Jakob  Balliij  *     with  protection  dated  1/2/1741 

2.  Samuel  Ballin  «  «  „     ^l^nl^nAA 

-7    T  u  n   11-  •  3/17/1744 

3.  Joseph  Ballin  «  «  ,     3/17/1744 
All  brothers  pay  protection  money. 

Tables  of  Jews  (1722  -  1812):  Table  of  Bovenden  from  the  year  1742 
1 .  Jakob  Ballin,  bom  1 702  in  Witzenhausen. 

His  wife  Perle,  bom  1719  in  Eschwege. 

Their  sons  Simon,  bom  1 743,  and  Joseph,  bom  1 747; 
their  daughter  Jeitel  (Jdddel,  Jentle)  bom  1 739. 

2.  Samuel  Ballin,  bom  1710  in  Witzenhausen. 
His  wife  Beile,  bom  1713  in  Bodenfelde. 
Their  daughter  Jente,  bom  1 74 1 . 

3.  Joseph  Ballin,  bom  1716  (1717)  in  Witzenhausen. 
His  first  wife  Braunchen,  bom  1 722. 

His  second  wife  Sprinzchen,  bom  1727  in  Holtestadt 
His  sons  Simon  born  1744,  Joel,  bom  1751,  Salomon,  bom  1755,  Susskind 
bom^  762^  His  daughters  Juttchen,  bom  10/5/1 758  and  Leah,  bom  1765 

?^'''  T  T     o  T"  ^^"^'''  "'^^"^  ^^^^>'  ^2)  and  (3).  Bom  in  Hamburg  1677 
Their  daughter  Rechel,  widow,  bom  1 704  and  last  son  Joseph,  bom  1 7 1 6 
(Conceming  the  Ballins  of  Bovenden  compare  pg.  33  ff.  of  this  paper  ) 


;} 
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Hanover  51.    Files  from  the  Westphalian  -  French 

Period  1806  -  1813,  XHI 8  ff. 

CDepart^X  J:^ '""  '^  '''''  '"  ""^  ''^  1810  and  ,813  as  an  inhabitant  of  Imbshausen 

Hanover  104.     H  4.    Files  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior 

19"'  Century. 

R  «  n  I  ^"  ^^^^^^'J^P  ^"rich.  General  N"  1 :  Petition  of  the  Jews  Schwabe  Seckel  and 
Ball,  n   of  Aunch  for  the  grant  of  citizenship  to  the  entire  Jewry  of  East  FrlesJ^^d  (^6  - 

hi  the  year  1 805  are  listed  in  Aurich  as  "ordinarii".  i.e.  privileged  protected  Jews- 
I.Joseph  Jakob  Ballin  with  his  wife  Gella  Protectio    frr!«  tK  .... 

2.  D.vid  Jakob  Ballin  with  his  wife  Rischen  -        ^"^  ^  ""T  AJf 

3.  Weyl.  Joseph  M.  Ballin's  widow  -  .      ,      , 

4.  Abraham  Joseph  Balhn  «  ,  ^"^^^ 

5.  Wolf  Meyer  Ballin  .  "1794 

"      "    1775 


II II II II II II II II II II II II II II 


Report  by  David  Ballin  from  Imbshausen 
about  his  Experiences  in  the  Campaign  of  1813. 

belong  ^^:rz^^^z^  rr^:;  i-^- --  -  ^  -o 

my  enlire  life,  I  have  written  do™  ihe  MrwinT,  '        '^ '"  ""  """"  ""emorable  in 

n.y  dear  „,a,ive.  «mX it™  *S^tS  JS;3', '"  "T""  '"' "' '™-  "'^  "» 
after  n.y  de..h^  TOs  fidfdk  „,y  las,  anlTS  XT^skT:^  °"  """"""  ""^  "^  '^  «"« 

deeided ,„ accep, in .i. s,ead  *e ^„i.ej i^Z^T^^l'^^^':^:'^::,,'^^ ' 
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the  worthy  army  board  agreed.  Thereupon,  in  accordance  with  the  order  mentioned,  I  traveled  to 
Goettingen,  where  I  was  put  in  the  T^  squad  of  the  4*  company  of  the  T^  regiment  of  the  Blue 
Hussars.  My  superiors  were:  Major  Penz,  a  German,  de  Manois  a  Frenchman  cavahy  captain, 
and  the  commander  of  the  whole  regunent  was  a  German,  Baron  von  Hammerstein.  Under  the 
du-ection  of  these  commendable  superiors  we  were  led  until  Ziegenhain  in  the  Electorate  Hesse- 
Kassel.  Here  we  were  assigned  quarters  in  the  barracks  and  we  used  them  as  such.  During  our 
stay  there,  which  lasted  about  eight  weeks  until  mid- April  1812,  we  were  thoroughly  instructed 
in  the  beginnings  of  military  practice.  Afterwards  we  marched  to  Fritzlar,  where,  however,  we 
only  spent  the  night.  The  next  morning  we  got  to  Kassel.  From  there  we  were  transferred  to 
Graevenstein,  where  we  remained  until  the  end  of  June  and  continued  the  exercises.  From 
Graevenstein  we  marched  to  Wolfenbuettel.  Once  there  we  had  to  exercise  harder  and  with 
more  effort,  and  thus  the  month  of  November  approached  with  these  activities.  Then  we 
suddenly  received  an  order  which  read  that  we  should  return  immediately  to  Kassel.  We  went 
there,  and  upon  arrival,  the  staff  took  quarters  in  the  city  of  Kassel  and  the  others  had  to  be 
billeted  in  the  villages  surrounding  the  city.  During  this  stay,  which  lasted  until  February  1813, 
we  had  to  maneuver  in  the  forest  of  the  city  of  Kassel.  Later  the  whole  garrison  marched  back  ' 
to  Ziegenhain  where  we  were  quartered  in  the  barracks  as  before.  Here  in  March  1 81 3,  we 
received  live  cartridges,  were  ordered  to  sharpen  the  sabers  and  in  this  way  were  prepared  in 
general  for  serious  moves.  In  fact  it  took  only  a  short  while  until  our  vanguard  got  into  fights 
with  the  vanguard  of  the  Prussian  and  Russian  forces  located  in  the  vicinity  of  Eschwege  and 
Wanfred  and  they  got  engaged  in  small  skirmishes.  On  these  occasions  some  of  ours  died  and 
some  were  only  injured.  We  also  missed  the  captain  mentioned  above;  but  after  a  short  while  he 
presented  himself  again.  However,  the  cavalry  major  Langkopf  and  the  sergeant  majors  Mueller 
and  Spanagel  together  with  some  ordinary  hussars  were  taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy  near 
Treffort.  And  since  that  time  I  never  got  to  see  them.  We  now  went  through  Eisenach  and 
Merseburg  to  Naumburg.  But  the  Prussian,  Russian,  Austrian  and  Swedish  armies  were  in 
Luetzen.  Then 


I 
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at  the  beginning  of  May  1813,  the  well-known  and  famous  battle  of  Luetzen  took  place.  Our 
troops  fought  bravely,  with  great  courage  and  steadfast  strength  they  pressed  the  enemy;  whole 
rows  of  the  enemy  army  fell  before  their  swords;  the  enemy  retreated,  we  commanded  the 
battlefield  and  also  Naumburg  and  Luetzen  were  ours.  After  that  the  Allied  army  withdrew  until 
Dresden;  we  followed  them  but  often  had  to  clear  our  way  with  sword  blows,  even  sometimes 
by  fighting  in  regular  skirmishes.  And  so  we  pursued  the  enemy  while  we  suifered  a  significant 
loss  of  men.  As  we  thus  followed  the  enemy  it  happened  that  in  the  quarters  the  straw,  on  which 
previously  had  lain  the  enemy,  was  given  to  us  for  precisely  the  same  purpose,  but  fi-om  which, 
after  we  had  used  it  for  this,  we  got  unclean  and  contagiously  ill.  Upon  being  cured  and  having 
recovered,  it  happened  that  an  important  battle,  four  days  long,  was  fought  near  Dresden.  Both 
parties  had  many  dead  and  injured.  But  victory  was  on  our  side.  We  drove  the  Allies  off  until 
they  retreated  to  Frankfiirt  on  the  Oder  and  we  held  the  whole  Saxon  territory.  Soon  thereafter 
an  armistice,  agreed  to  in  Heierswerda,  came  into  effect  for  both  parties;  our  garrison  was 
ordered  to  occupy  quarters  in  the  Cottbus  district  in  Silesia,  which  in  fact  was  done,  but  the 
staff  stayed  at  some  distance  in  Fuenfeichen.  There  every  24  hours  an  alternate  hussar  had  to  be 
present  as  orderly  with  the  staff.  During  this  opportunity  to  be  able  to  leave  the  camp,  some  of 
ours  deserted,  but  unfortunately  were  met  and  captured  by  the  detachment  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant  Souchi  on  the  way  to  go  over  to  the  Prussians,  and  were  handed  over  to  the  staff 
as  prisoners.  After  having  been  in  prison  for  about  eight  days,  they  were  sentenced  to  death  and 
the  next  Sunday  were  executed  near  Cottbus  in  the  presence  of  the  whole  regiment.  Among 
these  unfortunates  was  found  also  my  friend  Bremer    from  the  Paderbom  area,  during 
whose  dying  my  heart  was  gripped  by  heartfelt  and  deep  pain,  which  still  comes  over  me 
whenever  I  remember  this  event. 


V 


The  above-mentioned  armistice  lasted  only  six  weeks,  and  after  this  period  had  expired, 
the  hostilities  started  anew,  and  again  we  had  to  fight  the  enemy  in  skirmishes  and  bigger 
engagements  and  lost  in  them  a  considerable 
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part  of  the  men.  At  that  time  we  were  in  a  bivouac  near  Reichenbach  in  the  cemetery.  One 
moming  we  moved  out  of  Reichenbach  and  when  we  were  in  the  open  we  cleaned  the  clothing 
and  weapons,  unclean  for  the  reason  mentioned  earlier,  helping  each  other  to  make  the  job 
easier.  Here  burst  in  the  Aide-de-camp  Karwoski  from  the  5*  division  of  the  T^  Army,  together 
with  his  two  valets  Joseph  and  Kazmir,  and  requested  from  our  above  named  Hammerstein,  a 
sergeant  major  with  18  hussars  for  his  escort.  Our  commander  Hammerstein  complied  readily 
and  this  way  I,  too,  left  with  these  1 8  hussars  with  Karwoski  and  we  got  to  Marshal  Victor. 
Here  we  had  a  friendly  reception  and  in  the  beginning  we  were  fed  well.  But  when  confirmed 
news  had  circulated  that  our  regiment  including  Colonel  Hammerstein,  and  also  the  first 
regiment  of  hussars,  had  defected  to  the  Austrians,  we  were  treated  by  Marshal  Victor  as 
prisoners,  horses  and  weapons  were  taken  from  us  and  the  whole  development  was  reported  to 
Emperor  Napoleon  at  the  headquarters  in  Goerlitz.  However,  after  a  short  while  we  were 
pardoned  and  remained  in  our  position.  This  way  I  remained  an  orderly  to  the  aide-de-camp 
Karwoski. 


In  the  meantime  the  skirmishes  continued  without  pause  until  finally  an  important  battle 
was  fought  near  Dresden  for  the  second  time,  hi  this  engagement,  as  orderly  to  the  Aide-de- 
camp Karwoski,  I  accompanied  him  closely  behind.  Here  it  happened  that  my  horse  which  I 
rode,  was  slightly  injured  by  an  approaching  exploding  bomb  at  the  left  forepaw,  which 
fortunately  was  completely  cured  after  a  short  while.  The  Allies  withdrew  until  Leipzig,  our 
whole  fighting  force  followed,  and  here  the  famous,  eternally  memorable  Battle  of  the  Nations, 
which  lasted  3  Vi  days,  took  place.  The  French  launched  the  first  attack  and  they  succeeded  so  ' 
that  they  advanced,  got  as  far  as  Probstheida  and  defended  it  successftilly.  On  the  second  day 
the  French  advanced  farther.  But  still  on  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  the  armies  of  Baden, 
Wuerttemberg,  Bavaria  and  Darmstadt  moved  away  from  them  and  sided  with  the  Allies  so' as 
to  now  fight  against  us.  The  battle  continued  on  die  third  day,  became  ever  more  fierce  until 
finally  towards  the  afternoon  the  armies  of  Saxony  and  Westphalia  left  us  and  joined  up  with 
the  Allies  against  us. 
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Nevertheless  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day  the  French  Guards  penetrated  farther,  fought 
valiantly,  but  in  the  end  had  to  retreat.  On  the  fourth  morning  the  French  were  in  the  Leipzig 
suburbs,  still  defending  themselves  bravely,  shooting  from  inside  the  houses  and  so  protecting 
the  withdrawal  of  their  brothers,  although  they  could  no  longer  succeed  in  battle  and  the  Allies 
kept  the  upper  hand.  This  way  the  French  were  now  driven  to  Germany's  frontiers  and  forced  to 
return  to  then-  native  country.  The  Allies  had  won  completely,  Germany  was  freed  of  the  French 
and  the  bloody  war  was  finished.  This  battle  began  on  die  15*  of  October  and  lasted  till  the  17* 
of  October  1813. 

Towards  evening  of  the  1 7*  of  October  I  and  with  me  1 8  hussars  together  with  a 
sergeant  major,  all  orderlies  of  Marshal  Victor,  deserted  from  our  camp  into  Leipzig  However 
we  were  stopped  before  the  gate  by  a  French  detachment.  But  after  we  had  answered  the 
question  "Who's  there?"  with  "Orderlies  of  Marshal  Victor",  they  allowed  us  to  enter  In 
Leipzig  we  scattered  in  the  city.  Since  that  time  I  never  saw  any  of  the  1 8  hussars  again  I  and 
my  sergeant  major  Disideau  rode  together  to  Briiel  and  stopped  off  with  the  restaurant  manager 
Jordan.  Here  we  sold  our  horses.  For  mine  I  got  4  louisdors.  It  was  on  "Shmor's  Esra  " 
Afterwards  I  stayed  in  Leipzig  six  more  days.  Here  we  heard  that  the  liberty  to  leave  the  citv 
depended  on  tiie  will  of  Count  Hardenberg.  Immediately  we  went  to  him.  reported  to  him  our 
military  rank  and  requested  that  he  put  us  into  service  with  the  Prussian  cavalry.  He  refiised  us 
this  and  added  that  we  should  go  home  and  later  again,  when  called  for,  loyally  serve  our 
country.  With  this  he  gave  us  a  note  wherein  he  allowed  us  to  travel  home.  We  took  this  note 
and  travels!  together  home  until  Bemburg.  Here  we  separated.  My  companion  went  to  his 
birthplace  Neuhaldensleben  and  I  to  here,  Imbshausen.  where  I  was  received  with  heartfelt  iov 
by  my  parents,  relatives  and  friends,  found  them  all  in  sound  health,  and  we  all  cheered  mv 
healthy  return  and  the  peace  that  had  arrived  now  with  fervent  thanks  to  God 


Imbshausen,  March  21"  1849. 


David  Ballin. 
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